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N our issue of February 1 we reviewed the recom- 
mendations of the Building Research Board on the 
conservation of heat in house construction. This was 
only one feature of the report, which also covered 
numerous other aspects, including the choice of methods 
of heating, and the various forms of apparatus and fuel 
available, the relation of heating to ventilation, and the 
economic aspects of these questions.. These investiga- 


P.E.P., which body has recently issued an encyclopaedic 


covers not only the questions of 
heating, but also such household activities as the 
cooking and preparation, of food, cleaning, laundry, 
lighting, refrigerated and other storage, with notes on 
the requirements for children, the making and repairing 
of clothes, etc. 

The schedules of apparatus for these purposes include 
an indication of the firms from which various types can 
be obtained, and also the prices, mainly on a pre-war 
basis. Naturally, under the ‘present circumstances this 
effort is not of the same value as it would be under 
normal conditions, many of the articles listed not being 
at the moment available, while the range of output of 
the firms referred to is not fully indicated. Notwith- 
standing, this is a praiseworthy effort to inform the 
builder and the, public on .the,.possibility of securing 
comprehensive and efficient domestic equipment. 


Extensive inquiries have been made among house- 
wives a8.to their methods and preferences ; while these 
have a definite value this is discounted to some extent 
by the fact that replies indicate a distinctly conservative 
attitude towards existing methods. An appreciation 
of the advances made in the applications of improved 
fuels, gas, electricity, etc., to domestic services is not 
diffused very widely, and if the views expressed were 
closely followed much less progress would result than is 
within the scope of the ¢ regarded as practic- 
able by the experts in this branch of the housing cam- 
paign. It is hardly to be expected that the hard 
working mother of a family has the time or energy to 
indulge in imaginative exercises as to the changes that 
can profitably be made in her present methods, and 
therefore her replies to.a questionnaire, though informa- 
tive, ought not to be regarded. as conclusive. 


The movement towards smoke prevention and the 
consequently improved. cleanliness of our towns would 
be retarded if the generally expressed preference for a 
full or partial use of solid fuel is accepted in place of a 
change over to smokeless methods in town areas, on the 
lines of the numerous alternative proposals for space and 
water heating and for cooking which are reviewed in 
detail. The chief, indeed almost ‘the only merit to be 
coneeded to the open-fire is its service in ventilating an 
apartment, which hardly compensates for the usual 
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haphazard character of this ventilation and the. loss of 
heat going up the chimney; apart from the additional 
labour of cleaning and the disposal of the ashes. 

The number of satisfactory = ge using gas or 
electricity for space warming, cooking and water heating 
adapted to various conditions and requirements, makes 
it obvious that these will eventually replace present 
methods either as separate installations or more econ- 
omically*in:the' form of*communal supplies such as are 
already in contemplation by a number of municipal 
authorities. It is only by assuming that the labour of 
the housewife has no monetary value that the present 
practices can be justified as, economically ‘sound, and. it 
looks as if the women of the future will be disinclined to 
accept this assumption much longer, in which case the 
remodelling of the home and its equipment. will be 
inevitable. 

With this prospect’ before us, the study of both the 
books to which we have referred, together with others 
following similar lines of thought, becomes of definite 
importance to those engaged on domestic planning and 
building. In comparison with what may be expected in 
the future, our present housing is. primitive and un- 
scientific, lagging behind the standards of achievement 
in. other directions. The home designed to offer the 
best facilities for comfortable living with a minimum 
waste of energy is an objective well within reach and 
requires only initiative and energy to become an 
achievement. 

With a programme for housing on the scale of that 
now facing us it is of importance: that the scientists’ 
idea of the house as “a machine to live in” should be 
accepted by us, with only one qualification, that it must 
be a machine that the operator is willing to work, and 
one that gives the life he or she wants to live. This 
strikes one as the main difficulty ; traditions may be 
good or bad, but in either case they are so firmly en- 
trenched as a factor.in the make-up of the average 
human mind that they are only abandoned. by. slow 
degrees. This is perhaps the main value of the census 
of opinions that it has recently been customary to take 
on various subjects. It must not be regarded.as decid- 
ing the right method to adopt—that is a matter for the 
philosdpher or the technician—but it will indicate the 
possibilities of progress and the course best calculated to 
induce the housewife to adapt her activities to a modern- 
ised type of apparatus for it.. Though the majority 
seems somewhat fixed in its ideas there is undoubtedly 
a very widespread interest among women in the possible 
developments to simplify and expedite the various 
branches of work in the home such as cooking, cleaning, 
laundry, and the general demands of health and comfort. 

Some delay is inevitable in the production of the 
various domestic appliances that are needed and in 
organising the communal facilities that appear. appro- 
priate. This would offer’an o' ity for opening a 
campaign to impress on the general public the advantages 
that are within its grasp. 
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NOTES anp NEWS 


Lectures on Office Organisation. 

Tue first of a series of lectures on office 
organisation will be 
on ea April 30, at.'6:30°p.m., when 
Mr. J. Murray Easton, F.R.1.B.A., will 
take the chair, and other architects will 

ive short talks on the organisation of 

rge, medium and small offices. 


Poe nd 


This 
Jecture will cover primarily the offices of 
private practitioners. Later, it is hoped 
to arrange talks dealing with the various 
types of local authority and commercial} 
offices. The lectures are intended primarily 
for architects released from the Forces and 
others returning to private practice ‘who 
may feel):themselves: out of touch -with 


resent-day trends: The speakers have 
een asked specially to stimulate discussion 
and to be ready to answer questions. 


Special arrangements are being ‘made to 
supply refreshments, at a small charge, for 
those coming direct, from offices. _ These 
will be available from.6 to 6.30 p.m. 
Members intending to be present are ‘asked 
to’ telephone: or send a post-card to the 
Secretary; ‘the. Lectures - Committee, 
R.1.B.A;,;80 that the necessary arrange- 
ments for refreshments can be made. . 


Planning and Equipment of Special 
Libraries. 


Tue Association of. Special Libraries 
and Information Bureaux has organised a 
conference which will be held at ‘the 
R.1.B.A. on Saturday, April 6, to discuss 
problems connected with the planning: and 
equipment. of special libraries. The con- 
ference will be in two sessions: Morn- 
ing—Planning and Equipment of Univer- 


sity and e Libraries... Afternoon— 
Planning and Equipment of Libraries in 
Research ‘ Organisations and ‘Industrial 


Concerns. The ‘conference will’ be open to 
all members ‘of A.S.L.LB. and’ R.1.B.A. 
at a fee of ,10s.,, non-members; of either 
institution. £1.. This will include both 
sessions of the conferencé, mimeographed 
copies‘ of the papers sent in advance and 
a buffet:luncheon, Applications for tickets 
should be made to A‘S.L.I.B., 52, Blooms- 
bury-street, London, W.C.1. 


Probationership of the R.1.B.A. 

Arter March 31, 1946, all, candidates 
for, the Petoationerehip of the R,I.B.A. 
will be required to. submit certificates of 
having passed recognised examinations, 
and it will no'longer be possible to submit 
special applications as has been the case 
for, those. who started. their, full-time archi- 
tectural education or joined the Armed 
Forces before June 30, 1943. Special 
applications may, | however, be ‘submitted 
after March. 51; 1946, by. applicants 
serving with H.M. Forces overseas who 
produce evidence that they have been. pre- 
vented from making their special appli- 
cations by that date by reason of their 
overseas service. 


Chair of Architecture, Ulster. 

Dr. D. Linpsay Kerr, Vice-Chancellor 
of Queen’s University, announced at a 
dinner of» the’ Royal Society of : Ulster 


Architects that he had received. a cheque wo 


for £5,000 from. an anonymous donor as 
the first step towards the endowment of 
a full-time Chair of Architecture ‘at 
Queen's University: Dr. Keir said. that 
was only, the, first, step, because’ it. would 
require from £60,000 to £70,000 to achieve 
the endowment. 

' Sir ‘Basil: Brooke, the Prime Minister, 


said the Government would double’ the s,w 


donation, of. £5,000 received, by. Dr. . Keir, 
and would give pound for pound up to a 
maximum of £75,000 to endow. the chair.: 


ivenrat, the R.I:B.A.. 
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Service in the Royal Engineers. 

Tue R.I.B.A, has circulated a copy of 
a letter received from the War ce 
(Hobart Honse, 8.W.1) on the subject of 
the nomination of members and students 
for service in the Royal Engineers... This 
states that, as from March 1, the scheme 
for voluntary enlistment as a pioneer 
student: inthe! R.E.s has ceased. * Briefly, 
all members, or; students. under 25 have 
two alternatives: (1) To wait for their 
normal call-up, or (2) volunteer for Regu- 
lar - service (hive years with the Colours 
and seven on) Reserve). Those over 25 
may.apply for;an immediate . emergency 
Commission. 


British Council Scholarships. 

For the current academic year, over 
300 British Council scholarships for study 
in Britain- have’ been awarded to students 
from overseas. These. scholarships, nor- 
mally for one.year, with, extensions in 
special. cases, are grated to - 

uates and others of similar’ s ing. 
addition to | agri, these’ scholar- 
ships, the British Council. advises, helps 
to place, and gives welfare assistance to 
many private students and those sent to 
Britain ‘by their own governments... For 





COMING EVENTS 


Saturday, March 23. 

Assocution or Buipine Tecanicians. Annual 
General rooting. Bonnington Hotel, South- 
ampton-row, W.C.1. 2.15 p.m. 

: Monday, March 25. 

CuartereD Surveyors’ Institution. Mr. 8, 
Vyvian Hicks on “ War Damage Valuation” 
Informal Refresher, Meeting). 12, Great 

eorge-street, 8.W.1.  5.30-p.m. 

T y, March 26. 

“ Mopery Homes” EXursition. 
Hall, Regent-street, 8.W.1. 

ARCHITECTURAL AsaociATION. .Mr. R. EB. Enthoven 
on ‘ Architectural Journey in Wartime Italy.” 


At Dorland 


34,. Bedford-square, W.C.1.. 6 p.m. 

Txstirore or Foe. Sound film: “Steam.” At 
Ree _ Geographical Society, Exhibition-rd., 
.W. D. 


Bumpers’ “Benevoient Instirérioy. | Annual 
Dinner. Dorchester Hotel,- Ws 6.30 for 7 p.m. 


Wednesday, March 27. 3 

British’ Assocation FoR ComMERCIAL Epucation. 

Annual Meeting and Conferehce.’, Conway Hall, 
W.C. 10 a.m. 


Feperation, op. British Inpustries. Conference) 
on Industry and Research. Kingsway -Hall, 
0.30 a.m. (continuing over Thursday). 

ELDING. essrs. Semper and 

\ “Plate Edge Preparation for 

elding by Oxygen Cutting and Gouging.” '\ At 

vil Engineers, Great George-street,. S.W:1. 
6 p.m. (tea, 6.30'p.m.). 


Thursday, March 28. ’ 
InstituTIon oF StRUCTURAL Enoineers..Mr. John 
Mason on “A Commentary on the Draft Gode 
of Practice, forthe. Structural Use: of’ Steel iin 
be rg 4 At 11, Upper _Belgrave-street, 
Wi Gipms sy Aut 


AND INDUSTRIES... AssociATiON, _ Mr. 


Richard Sheppard ‘on’ ‘‘ Reconstruction. of ,Qur 
Public. Buildiags and Places of Amusement.” 
County Hall, 8.E.1, 6 p.m. 


‘Mr. Leslie Wallis: have 


within the boroug 
Mr. has’ also been appointed as. 
town, planning; consultant to King’s Lynn. 


Housing Progress in Germany. 

Some idea of the rapid progress being: 
made in dealing with the housing problem 
in Germany is given in a recent issue of 
the’“’ British Zone Review,’’ recording the 
activities) of+ the Control Commission for 
Germany (B.E.)and. Military Government. 

In August last, states the ‘‘ Review,” 
nearly’ ,000' ‘dwelling units needed 
immediate first aid repair in the British 
zone... At the end of January some 65 per 
cent. had been dealt with, and the pro- 
gramme should be completed by  mid- 
summer, he: tt | ’ once records > 
opening of a new railway bridge over the. 
Rhine at Baerl,. near, Duisburg. 


North Riding County Council, 
Nort# Riving C.C. invite; applications 


from _registered _architects .. for, . the 
appointment of County Architect. Salary 


*£1,000 ‘per annum, rising to £1,250,’ plus 


bonus and ‘travelling allowance. : Details 
advertised elsewhere in this, issue. 


‘Builders’ on ‘Ministry of Works’ 


Consultative Council. 

Irs new President, Mr. W. H. Forsdike; 
the Director, “Mr. Stanley Hearder ; ‘and 
een ‘elected by 
the National’; ‘Federation |‘ of: Building 
Trades, Employers to represent, it.on the 
Ministry of Works National Consultative 
Council of the Building and Civil Engi- 
neering Industries for 1946. Mr.’ Wallis 
hax\' been a member of the Council since 
its.inauguration, and its. Vice-Chairman 
since 1943. 


Design of Domestic Equipment. 

To, ensure that more attention is paid 
to the housewives’ points of. view in the 
design and construction of domestic equip- 
ment, ‘the’ Minister of Health | (Mr. 
Aneurin| Bevan) has asked his Central 
Housing Advisory Committee to set up a 
sub-committee ‘‘ to advise on matters re- 
lating ~to domestic equipment, fitments 
and) components for ‘houses from the 
standpoint of ,domestic convenience.’’ The 
sub-committee, which “will continue the 
work done by the Domestic Users’ Panel, 
formerly) attached -to\ the Ministry of 
Works, willbe under, the chairmanship of 


the Dowager Marchioness . of Reading, 


G-B:E., Chairman ‘of ‘W.V.S.,\ and the 
following other members’ of “the main 
committee have ,agreed:, to;\serve :) Sir 
Harold, Bellman, : M; B:E., J.P.; Mrs; E. 
Gooch, J.P., C.C.; ‘Mr. .J. Greenwood! 
Wilsén,' MD.) FRCP. DPA. ; “Mr. 
L: Hy Keay; 0:B.E., F.R.1.B.A.; (Miss 
Jennie Lee, M.P.; Miss Emily Murray ; 
and Conncillor,..Mrs.); Beatrice, Wilson, 
J.P. The following, who are not’ ‘mem- 
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Our illustration is of the ‘* 186,000 Miles a Second” Exhibition, recently presented by 


Cable and Wireless, Ltd., at Charing Cross Underground Station. 


The designer was 


Mr. Misha Black, O.B.E., F.S.1.A., with whom Mr. Kenneth Bayes, A.R.1.B.A., M.S.LA., 
was associated. 





bers of the Central Housing Advisory 
Committee, but are specially qualified to 
advise on this question, have agreed to 
serve as co-opted members of the sub- 
committee: Miss H. Burke, Mrs. Darcy 
Braddell, Miss L. Gentle, Mrs. V. M. 
Jew, Mrs. G. Lloyd. Arrangements will 
be made to co-ordinate the work of the 
sub-committee with that of the Counc'l 
of Industrial Design. 


Professional Announcements. 

Messrs. FatrskorueR, Hatt and HeEDGEs, 
chartered architects, surveyors, have now 
established their head office at Barclays Bank 
Chambers, Birley-street, Blackpool (tel. 209) 
(partner in charge, Mr. Harold M. Hedges, 
L.R.LB.A., F.R.1.A.S.). Branch offices will be 
continued at Bank Chambers, Poulton-le-Fylde 
(tel. Poulton 332) (partner in charge, Mr. 
Richard Pye, L.R.I.B.A.), and at 63, North Castle- 
street, Edinburgh (tel. Edinburgh 25542) (partner 
in charge, Mr. M. Cormie, A.R.I.A.8.). Trade 
catalogues and technical information will be 
appreciated at all offices. 

Mr. Jonn R. Sxketcuiey, A.R.I.B.A. (Capt., 
R.E.), has now returned from the Forces and 
will be pleased to receive trade catalogues at 
183, Forest-rd., Loughborough, Leicestershire. 

Me. L. F. Hatton, L.R.I.B.A., M.Inst.R.A., 
company architect to Messrs. E. O’Sullivan 
(Kenley), Ltd., builders and . contractors, of 
Cray-avenue, St. Mary Cray, Kent, would be 
glad to receive all the latest information regard- 
ing building products and service applying to 
housing and factory work. 

Mr. Roranpn P. Lay, A.LA.S.,_ surveyor, 
announces that Mr. L. W. Clark, A.1.A.8., has 
joined him in partnership. The practice will 
be continued in the name of Lay and Clark, 
quantity surveyors, with offices at 116, Victoria- 
street, London, 8.W.1 (Victoria 1315). and 61, 
Rusholme Road, Manchester, 13 (Ardwick 1984). 
Trade catalogues and information will be appre- 
ciated at both addresses. 

Mr. B, R. Woop, P.A.S.I., has joined Messrs. 
L. C. Wakeman and Partners, quantity sur 
veyors, 3, Rickmond-hill, Bristol, 8 (Bristol 
33231), as a partner. Mr. Wood has for some 
time held the position of chief assistant in the 
practice. 


From The Builder of 1846. 
Saturday, March 21, 1846. 
SupmMaRIne Rattways. I. feel assured 
that an iron tunnel from Dover to Calais 
might well be laid down at a vastly less 
comparative cost than the Thames tunnel. 
. . . Imagine it completed! There is 
scarcely a project to be devised by the 


ingenuity of man that would tend more 
to the maintenance of the permanent peace 
of Europe, and ultimately of the world. 
An extract from correspondence, 


“BLACK MARKET” _ 


BUILDING 
INCREASED PENALTIES 


INCREASED penalties for illegal building 
are provided for in Orders in Council 
which were made on Wednesday amend- 
ing the Defence Regulations relating to 
Building Licensing and to the Registra- 
tion of Contractors. 

Bumpine Licensinc.—A_ considerable 
zmount of unessential building work is 
being carried out at the present time con- 
trary to the Licensing Regulation. This 
‘black market’’ in building work is 
jeopardising progress in housing and 
other priority work. 

Control has so far been provided by the 
requirement to obtain a licence before 
work to the value of more than £10 (plus 
£2 a month on a non-cumulative basis) is 
started on any property between Febru- 
ary 1 and July 31, 1946. Only by the 
operation of such a control can urgent 
work be given its due priority. 

The success of this control depends on 
the co-operation of building owners, con- 
tractors, architects, and all concerned in 
building operations, upon whom the obli- 
gation rests strictly to observe the £10 
limit and the licensing requirements for 
work above that amount. 

Experience has shown that the penalties 
laid down for contraventions of the build- 
ing licensing regulation are inadequate in 
the present critical situation, and the 
changes that have now been made not only 
increase the maximum penalties that may 
be imposed for these offences, but include 
for the first time minimum penalties and 
the possibility of expulsion from the 
Register of Contractors. 

The previous maximum penalties were : 
On summary conviction, £100 and/or a 
maximum of three months’ imprison- 
ment; on indictment, £500 and/or a maxi- 
mum of two years’ imprisonment. 


New Penalties. 

The new. penalties are :— 

On summary conviction: mininum—£50 
or the cost of the work, whichever is the 
less; maximum—£500 or the cost of the 
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work, whichever is the greater. In addi- 
tion there may be a term of imprisonment 
up to one year. 

On indictment: minimum—£500 or the 
cost of the work, whichever is the less; 
maximum—£5,000 or three times the cost 
of the work, whichever is the greater. In 
addition there may be a term of penal 
servitude up to seven years. 


In addition, a Certificate of Registra- 
tion issued under the Defence Regulation 
56AB, without which no one may under- 
take to do any building or civil engineer- 
ing work, may now be revoked or -sus- 
pended if the holder is convicted of an 
offence against the Licensing Regulation 
and the Court recommends the Minister 
to exercise his power to revoke or suspend 
a Certificate. 


REGISTRATION OF CONTRACTORS 


Since October, 1941, it has been neces- 
sary for a person carrying on a business 
as a building or civil engineering contrac- 
tor to have a Certificate of Registration 
from the Minister of Works. Certificates 
have been granted as a right in certain 
cases. In others they have been granted 
at the discretion of the Minister. 

The control over admission to the 
Register of Building and Civil Engineer- 
ing Contractors has now been discontinued 
and in future no application for a Certifi- 
cate of Registration will be refused, ex- 
cept where a Certificate previously granted - 
has had to be revoked or where the appli- 
cant has been convicted of an offence 
against the Licensing Regulation and the 
Court has recommended the Minister of 
Works to refuse the application. 

It is still necessary for a person who 
wishes to set up in business as a builder 
or civil engineering contractor to be regis- 
tered with the Ministry of Works and to 
give on registration an undertaking that 
the terms and conditions of employment 
of their employees shall be neither more 
nor less favourable than those fixed by 
joint agreement in the industries or by 
arbitration. The Minister retains his 
power to revoke or suspend the Certificate 
of a person who contravenes the Regula- 
tion by not carrying out this undertaking. 

The power to call for pericdical returns 
of labour or other such information re- 
garding the building and civil engineering 
industries as may be necessary has also 
been retained. 


An Appointment. 

Mr. M. H. Forwarp, F.R.1.B.A., F.8.1., 
the present Borough Architect of Dews- 
bury, has been appointed Borough Archi- 
tect of Lewisham B.C. at a salary of 
£1,500-£1,750. 


R.1.B.A. Prizes and Studentships, 

Tue R.I.B.A. Prizes and Studentships 
Pamphlet for 1946-47 contains full informa- 
tion upon the various Prizes and Student- 
ships, together with, where applicable, the 
detailed programmes for the competitions. 
Copies of the pamphlet are obtainable at 
the R.LB.A., price 2s. exclusive of 
postage. 


Hampstead Housing Appointments. 

Mr. C. H. James, A.R.A., F.R.IB.A., 
has now prepared site layout plan and 
typical flat layout plans for the develop- 
ment of the Well Walk housing scheme 
for Hampstead B.C. The Council has also 
appointed Mr. J. B. F. Cowper, 
F.R.I.B.A., of 39, Gordon square, W.C.1, 
as architect to prepare preliminary layout 
sketch plans and other details to show 
development possibilities of the Kilburn 
Priory site. 


D* 
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LONDON’S LOST CHURCHES 


By W. W. BEGLEY 


Tue list of 83 churches affected by the 
London Diocesan Reorganisatgjon Scheme, 
given in The Builder of February 22, 
makes sad reading, and yet it is but part 
of the tale. Not only is the City of London 
excluded but, since the Diocese of London 
is limited to the northern bank of the 
Thames, such fine buildings as St. Alphege, 
Greenwich; St. John, Horselydown; St. 
Nicholas, Deptford ; or All Hallows, South- 
wark, or St. Agnes, Kennington—the latter 
two the only London works of George 
Gilbert Scott, the younger—are not 
included. 

Moreover, a close examination of the 
Report reveals that the 83 parishes to be 
amalgamated include only a proportion of 
the churches destroyed by enemy action. 
We are told that 91 were totally destroyed 
but the 83 named include many which 
received only minor damage. From an 
architectural and historical point of view 
all the 91 are lost to London, and to these 
must be added those which are to be 
pulled down. The resulting total seems to 
be in the neighbourhood of 130. 

Of those which are not included in the 
83 the most important are the large dis- 
trict churches; St. Mary, Islington Parish 
Church, 1751, by Lancelot Dowbiggin, of 
which only the tower and spire and a 
portico added by Sir A. Blomfield survive ; 
St. George-in-the-East, by Hawksmoor, 
1729. and St. Matthew, Bethnal Green, by 
the elder Dance, 1743, both now only 
burnt-out shells; and St. James, West 
Hackney Church, by Sir Robert Smirke, 
1821, of which only the massive Doric 
portico remains. These will almost cer- 
tainly be reconstructed, but they will be 
new buildings, as must Old Chelsea 
Church, a most grievous loss, of which 
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only the More Chapel has been saved, 
with the ancient monuments. 

Others not included in the 83 are the 
18th-century St. Bartholomew, Gray’s 
Inn-road, a delightful example of a pro- 
prietary chapel, now totally destroyed, 
and St. Thomas, Stamford Hill, 1776, 
originally of similar type but transmuted 
in 1873 by William Burges into the 
semblance of an early Christian basilica, 
by marble linings and mosaics of great 
beauty and richness, all now irretrievably 
lost. St. Alban’s, Holborn, 1859, one of 
Butterfield’s masterpieces, is to be rebuilt, 
but in a different manner, and, of course, 
without its striking interior fittings, by 
Bodley and J. N. Comper, as these were 
reduced to .ashes. Another Butterfield 
charch, St. Clement, City-road, 1874, 
which was highly regarded by students of 
church architecture, was obliterated by an 
enemy bomb and is unlikely to be repro- 
duced. Some others may be regretted for 
special features, such as the fine stone 
rood-screen in St. Augustine, Fulham, 
reminiscent of Stebbing or Great Bardfield 
in Essex; or Mr. Comper’s magnificent 
reredos at St. Mark, Regent’s Park. 

A few comments may now perhaps be 
offered on the churches which are included 
in the list of reorganised parishes, and in 
the order given. 

Bethnal Green.—In the 1840’s ten new 
churches were erected, to supplement the 
parish church (mentioned above) and 
St. John-on-Bethnal Green (Sir John 
Soane, 1828), now badly blasted. Of these 
ten it appears that six are to go, and a 
seventh, St. James-the-Less, is a wreck. 
The three survivors of this rather mediocre 
batch are by no means the best, and the 
pulling down of St. Jude, Old Bethnal 
Green-road, is very much to be regretted. 
Henry Clutton, the architect of this finely 
composed example of Rhenish Romanesque, 
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exhibited the design in the Royal Academy 
of 1845. As the surrounding area is 
zoned for residential occupation from a 
town planning point of view, there would 
seem to be every reason for the careful 
repair of this church. 

Finsbury.—St. . Barnabas, King-square 
(Thomas Hardwick, 1822), should certainly 
be saved, as it forms an axial feature in 
a complete layout, and is, moreover, a 
dignified building. Two other names in 
the list represent tragedies of loss, for 
St. Paul, Pear Tree-street, contained the 
altar, font, pulpit, altar rails, chairs, 
vestry clock, Royal arms, and the bells of 
St. Mildred, Poultry, all of which have 
been destroyed, and St. Matthew, City- 
road, was the first independent London 
work of Sir G. G. Scott (the elder). 

Holborn.—St. Peter, Saffron-hill, 1830, 
is an early, but rather unhappy, work of 
Sir C. Barry. Only slightly damaged, its 
demolition is of historical consequence 
only. Far otherwise is it, however, with 
regard to St. John, Red Lion-square, a 
lovely work of J. L. Pearson, and one of 
the war’s major art disasters. 

Hackney and Stoke Newington.—The 
five Hackney churches are architecturally 
negligible, but St. Faith, Stoke Newing- 
ton, was the only London work of William 
Burges, and in its massive simplicity 
struck. an unusual note. It is hopelessly 
damaged, but this is not the case with the 
adjoining St. Matthias, which is repairable. 
It would seem preferable that Butterfield’s 
walls and tower should be re-roofed, rather 
than that a new church should be built, 
as suggested. Both buildings are illus- 
trated. 

Islington.—Two buildings call for com- 
ment here. St. James, Chillingworth-road, 
by Inwood and Clifton, 1837, is unique, 
for nowhere else in London can _ the 
Hanoverian arrangement of a_ church 
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Matth 22 1946 





THE BUILDER 


ST. MATTHIAS’S CHURCH, STOKE NEWINGTON. WM. BUTTERFIELD, ARCHITECT. 


interior be seen in its entirety. The 
gallery extends all round the church, and 
the three-decker pulpit is in front of the 
communion table. This building should be 
preserved, even if not requl as a 
church, as should St. Philip, Arlington- 
square, 1857, which exhibits an almost 
untouched interior of a generation later. 
The architect, Alexander Dich Gough, 
saddled Islington with some _ weird 
examples of church architecture, but there 
is something impressive about the 
romanesque solidity of this one. 

Poplar.—The interesting churches in 
this list are those which have already 
been destroyed, but there is one other 
deserving of mention. St. Mary, St. 
Leonard Bromley, contained some very 
fine early renaissance monuments which 
have been preserved, and these should be 
reKoused in some local church. 

Shoreditch.—It is good to note that 
James Brooks’s fine St. Columba, Kings- 
land-road, is to be preserved, as St. 
Saviour, Hoxton, from the same hand, is 
irretrievably wrecked. The remaining 
churches on the list are architecturally 
of little account. 

Stepney.—The 14 casualties are of very 
mixed quality. Apart from St. John of 
‘Wapping and Whitechapel parish church, 
Christ Church, Watney-street, a basili- 





can design by John Shaw, 1841, and St. 
Faith, Shandy-street, by Cutts, but very 
reminiscent of Pearson, were both inter- 
esting. 

Chelsea and Fulham. — St. John, 
Tadema-road, calls for no comment, but St. 
Etheldreda, the one church listed in the 
adjoining borough of Fulham, was highly 
regarded when built in 1896 from the 
designs of A. H. Skipworth. 

Kensington and Paddington.—None of 
the ten named are of any consequence. 
There is a touch of the grotesque in the 
preservation of St. George, Campden 
Hill, surely the worst travesty of the 
Gothic style in London. 

Westminster.—The 
humour is visible here. Christ Church, 
Down-street, the only really worthless 
building in the list, is the one to be pre- 
served; while Pearson’s first London 
church, Holy Trinity, Bessborough- 
gardens, and St. Peter, Great Windmill- 


same ironical 


street, a robust work of Raphael 
Brandon, are both to go. 
St. Marylebone and St. Pancras.— 


There is nothing of special note in the 


proposals for the first named, but of the A. and C. Black, Ltd.). 


seven churches listed as to go in St. 
Pancras, three should be preserved, even 
if for secular purposes. St. James, Hamp- 
stead-road, designed by Thomas Hard- 
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wick and exhibited in the Royal Academy 
of 1793, has been badly built-in by the 
adjoining hospital, but it stands intact, 
a dignified Georgian building. All 
Saints, Camden-street (Camden Chapel), 
and St. Peter, Regent-square, are two 
o° the scholarly Neo-Gree churches de- 
signed by the Inwoods, the architects of 
St. Pancras parish church. St. Peter’s, 
the more damaged of the two, is well 
placed on the axial line of Regent-square. 
The destruction of either is to be de- 
plored. : 

Generally speaking, it should be re- 
membered that even when parish churches 
are not of outstanding architectural im- 
portance they are usually contemporary 
with the development around them and 
afford most interesting glimpses of the 
social history of their time to those who 
can read the record. 

[The accompanying illustrations are 
reproduced from photographs in the posses- 
sion of the National Buildings Record.— 
Ep. ]. 


COMPETITION NEWS 


Design for a Drinking Fountain, 

The Metropolitan Drinking Fountain and 
Cattle Trough Association offer premiums 
of £50 and £25 for a design for a public 
drinking fountain. The Royal Society of 
Arts, in order to promote good design, have 
undertaken to conduct the competition and 
to appoint assessors. The object of the 
promoters is to procure a suitable design 
which will be both attractive and practical. 
It is thought that such a fountain might 
on occasion fulfil a need for a ar 
Memorial. The promoters intend to erect 
a number of fountains made to the winning 
designs but can give no guarantee as to 
when and where they will be erected. The 
Association, in addition to the premium, 
will pay the author of the winning design 
a royalty of £3 3s. on each fountain com- 
pleted from his design. If the Association 
should wish to execute any of the designs 
submitted for which a premivm bas not 
been awarded they would make an arrange- 
ment as to a fee direct with the designer. 

The assessors are: — Mr. Oswald P. 
Milne, F.R.I.B.A., Mr. Keith Murray, 
R.D.1., F.RA.B.A., and Surgeon Vice- 
Admiral Sir Reginald Bond, K.C.B. 

Not more than two designs may be sub- 
mitted by any one competitor, and these 
should be sent not later than July 31, 1946, 
to the Secretary, The Royal Society of 
Arts, 6-8, John Adam Street, Adelphi, 
London, W.C.2., from whom conditions are 
obtainable free. An exhibition of the win- 
ning designs, and such others as are 
commended by the assessors, will be held 
at the Royal Society of Arts. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 


Spon’s Practican Burpers’ Pockxer 
Boox, 8rH Ep. Edited by Clyde Young, 
F.R.L.B.A., F.L.A.A., and Bernard it 
F.I.A.A. Price 12s, 10d., post free. 

THe Law Retatinc to Town anpD 


Country PrLanninc, 2np Ep. By J. R. 
Howard Roberts, C.B.E. (London : 
Charles Knight and Co., Ltd.). Price 
45s. 7d., post free. 

Tomorrow's Hovszs. Edited by John 
Madge, N.A., A.R.I.B.A. (London: 


Pilot Press, Ltd.). Price 18s. 
Green-Bett Crrms. By F. J. Osborn 
(London : Faber and Faber, Ltd.). Price 
12s. 6d. net. 
Crvic anD Memorirat Letrrerinc. By 
Percy J. Delf Smith, R.D.I. (London : 


Price 10s. 6d. 

net. 
Hanpsook or Perspective. By W. G. 
Warren, A.N.Z.I.A. (London: Crosby 


Lockwood and Son, Ltd.). Price 10s. net. 
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South View of Concourse, from Outside. 


THE §N.A.A.F.I. SERVICES CLUB, PORTSMOUTH 


MESSRS. JOSEPH, 
ARCHITECTS 


i THE BUILDING ILLUSTRATED IN THESE: 
pages is the first permanent centre for 
the use of the ‘‘ other ranks’ of the 
three Services to be erected by the 
Navy, Army and Air Force Institute 
(N.A.A.F.I.). It has been designed 
by Messrs. Joseph and carried out 
under the supervision of Mr. E. M. 
Joseph, F.R.I.B.A. (Director of Works. 
and Buildings, N.A.A.F.I:), 

THE SITE is a corner one, and the 
building is largely single-storeyed. 
Care has been taken to preserve the: 
best of the trees. ‘The square tower,. 
which is the-dominant. feature, con- 
tains water storage tanks and carries. 
the words “‘N.A.A.F.I. Club” in 
Neon lighting. The. disposition of the 
accommodation is shown by the plan,. 
but ‘special care has been taken to. 
enable the tavern and the dance and 
entertainment room to be approached 
without congesting the other portions. 
of the building. The dance room has 
a stage with dressing-rooms behind at 
one end, and at the further end there- 
is a balcony housing a projection room. 
Other amenities of the building include- 
a W.V.S. inquiry bureau, a baggage 
store, dressing- and shower-rooms, 
barber’s shop and, in the women’s. 
toilet rooms, valeting-, hairdressing- 
and bathrooms. The restaurant is on 
the cafeteria plan. On the first floor- 
are ‘the ‘management . offices,’ games 
room (60 ft, by 30:ft.),:aismaller read- 
‘ing room (40 ft, by 350 ft.), and a sun 
balcony.* © Poke Sa 

Construction.—Thé construction is. 
a steel frame: based on a Nissen-type~ 
of two-pin portal: frame:.; Normally, . 








The Main Entrance. 
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THE N.A.A.F.!. SERVICES CLUB, PORTSMOUTH 








THE BUILDER March 22 1946 






asbestos sheeting is hook-bolted to the 
purlins, the tidethidies being lined with ply- 
wood. All exterior walling is 44-in. brick- 
‘work, tied-in where necessary to the main 
steel frame. Although exposed to the full 
foree of recent gales, the architects state that 
it ig notable that there has been no water 
penetration and no damage to the interior of 
the brickwork, which is generally decorated 
with gloss paint. 

The general contractors were Messrs. John 
Laing ood Son, Ltd., of Mill Hi, N.W.7. 


ie 


Sub-contractors and suppliers were: 
Structural steelwork, Nissen Litd.; 
reinforced concrete. floor and roof slabs, Con- 
crete, Ltd.; pitch mastic flooring and roof 
asphalte, the Limmer and Trinidad Lake 





The Lounge.- 
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The Tavern. Below: Restaurant, showing Cafeteria. 


THE NAAFI. SERVICES CLUB, PORTSMOUTH 
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KITCHEN—BATHROOM 
SERVICE UNIT 


DESIGNED BY ARCON, 
ARCHITECTS 


THIS UNIT—FIRST DESIGNED EARLY IN 
1943—ia called a ‘service unit’ 
because it peerporsies all those com- 

in a house which require 

st, water or air in order to function 

‘4 e disposition of the 

ious “service ” components can be 

seem in the isometric drawings on 
this page. 

The “service unit” is divided 
pi wes by a hollow steel wall con- 

gp eirk,-and:has two long 
sides and two short sides. One long 
side is ee to contain the service 
Bg of the kitchen. The other long 
side is designed to contain the service 
fittings of the bathroom, a heated 
linen rd, meters and tanks. 


















One S side is designed for 

in a living- and con- . 
Sie pecans et we 
other short side is des | for 





placing inst an external wall and 
Tlie tresh air vents and inlets 
only. THE BATHROOM SIDE OF THE SERVICE UNIT. 
































ISOMETRIC VIEWS OF THE KITCHEN SIDE (LEFT) AND THE BATHROOM SIDE OF THE SERVICE UNIT. 


Tus Krtcuen §S1ps. It should be 
emphasised from the inning that 
the kitchen side of “ service 
anit ” oocytes Se 
ment required in an average kitchen. 
In addition to the equipment incor- 
Tvice ” store . 


should be provided, as well as a small 
table for snack meals or operations 
requiring a 30-in.- worktop. Start- 
ing from right to the kite side~ 
of the “service unit’ contains: 
idhakta meow: the’ aaldioee ieteel 
ated , .- vedelehdin te 

me r - 
tively, one for 2 | one for 
a refrigerator. ve ‘stainless 






KITCHEN. 













not in use, this wringer is concealed 
under a reversible ‘teak ‘board ‘which PLAN OF “ARCON“’ DEMOUNTABLE HOUSE INCORPORATING A SERVICE UNIT: 


serves as either worktop or drainer. 
The cupboard below the sink pro- 
vides space for buckets and the like. 
Inside this under-sink cupboard is the 
valve whereby the contents of the 
wash boiler can be discharged straight 
into the sink waste. | 

(3) Cooker and cooki 
c ard. The cooker and the cw 
board which contains the utensi 
required for the food preparation work 
are placed side by side. 


utensils 


4) Ventilation. A canopy—for trap- - 
(4) bod 


p steam and coo jours— 
extends over sink, wash boiler, 
worktop and cooker. The face of this 
canopy contains a built-in electric 
clock, and.behind the canopy there 
is fluorescent tube lighting. Steam 
and cooking odours are extracted from 
the canopy to the outer air by either 
natural or forced -ventilation. .The 
extract flue from the canopy is cased 
round the smoke stack of the smoke- 
less fuel fire, thus assisting natural 
ventilation. 98 i eee 

(5) Other fittings. There is a 
variety of other fittings. : 

BatHroom S1pe. Starting from 
left to right, the bathroom side of the 
“service unit’? contains: (1) W.C. 
and lavatory basin. The low-level 
cistern to the W.O, is concealed in the 
bodywork of the ‘“ service unit,” only 
the flushing lever being exposed. 

(2) The bath. The bath is of 
vitreous enamelled cast-iron and the 
bath panel is fitted with a door 
providing access to the bath trap, 
cleaning eye and to a space in which 
bathroom cleaning materials can be 
accommodated. In the false ceiling 
ever the bath there is fluorescent 
tube lighting. 

(3) The cupboard containing linen, 
meters and water storage tanks. 
Note: In building the “ service unit” 
into a house, this cupboard would be 
situated in the lobby. The ventilator 
over the cupboard vents the lobby 
direct: to the open. air. 
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THE KITCHEN SIDE OF THE SERVICE UNIT. 


The inner or living-room end of the 


“service unit.” The only service 
component visible at this end of 

unit is the smokeless fuel slow-com- 
bustion stove. The smoke. stack for 
this stove is concealed in the body- 
work of the “service unit.” The 
slow-combustion stove, when its doors 
are oo provides a cheerful open 
fire. When closed, the stove will burn 
overnight. Air, warmed by circulat- 
ing around the recess in which the 
stove is placed, supplements by con- 
vection the. radiant heat of the. fire. 
The stove is fitted with a boiler for 
water heating, but for summer use 
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hot water ig provided by an electric 
immersion heater in the hot-water 
storage cylinder. 
This service unit has been designed 
| Arcon, architects, and Messrs. 
sher and Ludlow, Ltd., engineers, 
of Rea-street, Birmingham, in asso- 
ciation with Imperial Chemical 
Industries, Ltd., Matthew Hall and 
., Ltd, Radiation, Ltd, 
Troughton and Young, Ltd. Com- 
ments have been pies by Acme 
ringers, Ltd., B. Finch and Co., 
Ha alten Thomson-Houston Co., 
v5 aines en uipment, 
Ltd., and Vent-Axia, tia. " 


VIEW OF SINK UNIT, SHOWING WRINGER IN WORKING POSITION. 
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REPLANNING.” CHELMSFORD: 


By 'H. V. LANCHESTER. > Basbets 

CHELMsFeRD Jacks the ancient import- 

ance of Colchester, which dates back at 
least to R times and had a pre- 


vitage mear it, while the firet reference 
io Chelmsford ‘iain the time of Edward 
the Confessor, when it is on record .as a 
settlement at. the confluence of the rivers 
Can and Chelmer; ‘the centre of the city , 
still oceupies the tongue of land between 
the Cap on the south and the Chelmer on 
the east.. On the coming of the railway, 
this centre was still further defined by the 
line cutting across the north-west side of 
this , area, which, contains all the.-more~ 
important features of the city and pro- 
vides the. nucleus. for any planning scheme. 

The’ High Street, running north-west 
from , the -bridge. over the Can‘ to ‘the 
parish church (now ‘the cathedral), has’ 
always been’ the . centre ‘of activity,” and 
when Chelmsford became the 
capital it. had its Shite’Hall at the upper 
end of the High Street. ‘This was rebuilt 
in 1790, masking the church, In the report 
by Mr... Anthony Minoprio, WA, 
F.R.L.B.A.,* the. replanning, has been 
dealt, with in three sections—the central 
area, ‘the city. as;a whole, and the, rural 
district..... The..first..of these is. of very 
definite interest. as affecting the character 
of the.area from both .the. practical and 
artistic, points of view;..; 

The general form. of, the Bigh ree is. 
retained, , but, opposite .the, Shire Hall, 
Tindal-square,is enlarged, and the. traffic 
now passing--into ,itfrom...the., westerly 
bridge over,.the Canis diverted into a 
crescent turning westward ‘more, er .less 
parallel’ to!-the main route; through’ the: 
city; .\between this sand the! tiver.. - This 
duplication “is joined: by a wide. road. to 
Tindal-square, “and: atthe’ south end. :of 
this is placed ‘the ‘Municipal: Buildings in 
lien of the position previously. proposed 
beyonid’the railway ‘station: To relieve the 
traffic in’ this aréa the large ‘cattle’ market’ 
is transferred ‘to @ ‘position ‘in the Chelmer 
Valley to the north-east, ‘To the west of 
the cathedral the large new county office 
building’ is justly criticised as too lof 
for its position, but, having to be accepted, 
it is curious to note that, despite the fact 
that in course -of--the--reconstruction a 
triangular space would be cleared/Jopiposité 
its ‘main’ frohtage, this is shown. to, be 
built over, leaving only a, comparatively 
narrow road, suggesting that the; planner 
wished to punish it !for: its ambition... As 
the ‘river valleys’are lowlying arid subject 
to flooding, they aré -mamly -unbuilt .on, 
and this: gives»a» fine opportunity., for 
pleasant. open spaces; to;the) south and east 
of the»central area, which has been: taken 
adventage of in the layout. 

The onter parts of Chelmsford: are, not 
very densely occupied; containing fewer 
than 20 ‘persons’ to the acre, and the ‘few 
industrial. sites) are not : objéctionably 
placed, but the provision «of .shops- 
schools, open spaces, public ‘buildings 
and other amenities: varies widely, and 
there .is no. systematic relationship: /be- 


tween these buildings-and the population - 


grouping. The plan ‘proposes’ division 
into some nine precincts ‘accommodating 
from’ 5,000 to’ 10,000 people® with the 


recognised ancillary provisions’ for’ each. 


The industrial areas, somewhat enlarged ~ 


from the present ones, ate included. 
Outside this zone,.a green belt is indi- 
cated in order to preclude, ribbon de- 
velopment and the absorption of the 
pleasant villages around the city into, the 
urban. -mass. 

rea Seeeies -aneae eke 19 Msone are 


[RIB A. A.M.T.P.I., Director of Survey. 
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Tt ‘is’ regarded as‘ probable that there 
will be’& definite growth in ‘the popula- 
tion’ of* the “town, if ‘only ‘because’ its 
position gives it' a definite ‘place’ equiva- 
lent ‘ to “those ‘of ‘the ‘proposed’ ring of 
satellite towns for London ; suggestions are 
therefore made as to development of plan- 
ning, such as the duplication of sewers and 
sérvices te. avoid treble up the sur- 
face) together with other measures to 
promote convenience and amenity such 
as architectural’ ‘cdntrol not only of 
buildings ‘but ‘also ‘of street furnishings 
and equipment. The judicious selection 
of materials ‘and colour treatments goes 
a long way towards imparting’ an attrac- 
tive‘ andi cheerful aspect ‘to’ our towns. 
The chief point to be considered in the 
plaining of the’ rural district is that it 
does not accept proposal of the 
Greater London Plan‘ providing for a 
satellite’ development at Margaretting, 
about three miles south-westy of Chelms- 
ford, as: a good site for a town, of 30,000 
inhabitants and perhaps preferable to the 
expansion of Chelmsford itseif. ‘This report 
apes to have been prepared indepen- 

tly of the’ major plan as it contains 
no’ ra‘erence to the two arterial roads by- 
passing Chelmsford to the north-west and 
south, though ‘both could ‘be fitted ‘into 
the scheme fairly easily, and would make 
the outer ring-road suggested to some 
extent ‘superfiuous. We think it may 
well be’ doubtful if a large supplemen- 
tary centre is the best solution in’ this 
case,- and mcline ‘to ‘the view that @ 
judicious scheme for expansion, possibly 
inthe direction’ of Margaretting, would 
best’ méeti''the demand indicated“ in the 
Greater London’ Plan: Ingatestone is at 
present’a popular suburb. 

This’ section of ‘the’ report includes 
interesting descriptive notes: on ‘the 
various villages around Chelmsford, with 
particulars as ‘to their specific’ needs for 
houses, ‘‘playgrotnds and services.- In 
estimating these, both for town and rural 


areas, the) Public! Opinion’ Sutveyorgan- 
ised by the Women’s Voluntary vice 
has been. fourid most ul, and other 
bedies have co-operated ‘in ~ fouling i 
statistics utilised for the ings* on 
which the plan is based. 


HOME PLANNING 


EXHIBITION 

Unper the aegis of the British. Gas 
Council, an) exhibition of kitchens for new 
and «reconditioned houses: will .shortly go: 
on tour in certain provincial : cities, .com- 
mencing with: Manchester. - Designed ‘to: 
demonstrate ‘the | industry’s « contri: ; 
bution te. the ’s\, housing, 
schemes, this. compact: show ‘differs in 
one important respect from other exhi- 
bitions in that every piece of equipment 
and appliance shown is now in production; 
no longer will the admiring housewife be: 
told: “So «sorry, omadam, it’s . not: yet. 
being: made.”’ rZ : 

Standardised fitments are used exclusively 
in the planning ofithese kitchens, and, the 
variety of layouts shows how attractive.and 
efficient’ are the conibinations! which, can 
be assembled.'. Among these are a kitchen 
planned round ‘a new prefabricated . unit 
developed by the Ministry of Works ; this 
unit, supplied in three sections,’ to. form. 
one unit when erected, extends. the whole 
height of the house.. Another) attractive 
display is a kitchen and. utility room 
designed’. by Sir ..Percy as, 
P.R.LB.A., for his prize-winning entry in 
the’ recent competition promoted by the 
National: Housebuilders’ . . Registration 
Council. There are a number’ of interest- 
ing devices, among. them | a ‘ gas-heated 
sink; which are attractive... A note of 


warning appears due to those, manufac- 
turers who are cellulosing aluminium and 
other ‘surfaces... Attractive though these 
finishes are, the disadvantage that blem- 
ishes are not repairable by t 
is considerable. 


householder 
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> CORRESPONDENGE ... 
_, Lotus Eprror.or The Builder..-: . 
Srei—Mr, : Ronald. Harrison; performs .a 
service to the industry -and: tod: wider 
public by drawing attention to the danger 
of hiding)the hard facts. of “é¢onomics 
under the cloak..of,, subsidies [The 
Builder, Ma¥ch-’'8].~ An »4rresponsible 
Government) could hoodwink @ large: sec- 
tion of the public most ofthe time by 
making it appear’ that certain’ ¢ommodi- 
ties cost’such and such a price (being the 
real price’ less a concealed subsidy); and 
the’ result “would be» ‘that ‘the’-deflated 
price would -becomé the ‘ standard)» by 
which*the “‘ man’ in’ the street’?’: measures 
values. * tals 
Subsidies are’ a charge ‘upon: public 
funds, ‘and these are not contained in\a 
bottomless purse. The Staté’is justyou 
and me and 40 million others, all-of: whom 
must find by national and local‘ taxation 
(direct. and indirect) the ‘difference be- 
tween the 9d. and 4d. of current: political 
economy.’ ’ ‘ 
Contrary to’ Mr, Harrison’s summing- 
up, the building industry does not*ask 
for’ subsidies for ‘house-builders. For 
fifteen rere the ‘building industry has 
been asking’ the Government ‘to get rid 
of subsidies: It was when subsidies: had 
been almost entirely abolished that house- 
building reached its highest peak of pro- 
duction, quality ‘and’ design: All that 
the ‘House-building industry has’ said ‘in 
regard to subsidy in recent months is: 
‘*Do not give an unfair advatitage to one 
section of the community at the expense 
of another:’’ ‘ If thére are to be subsidies 
for the occupiers’of local authorities’ 
houses theré should be equal subsidies for 
those who wish to buy their own homes. 
T am sure there are many speculative 
or commercial ‘house-builders who would 
like to°take up Mr.) Harrison’s’ challenge 
and so organise the work on the site and 
elsewhere as to reduce costs by 335 per 
cent. What hopé lave they of doing so. 
however, while they are controlled and 
restricted as. at’ present? Firms who 
could devélop sites of 1,000 houses receive 
a licence to build four or eight and must 
run the gauntlet of an army of civil 
servants” before they can obtain the 
necessary. Materials. Prices can be 
brought. down, but not so long as this 
unintelligent Government. control remains. 
Just. one last word in regard to Mr. 
Hartison’s method of arriving at weekly 
rentals: This is most misleading. Assume 
a house costs £800. then £40 would not 
represent “‘a return at 5 per cert.,’” but 
repayment spread over years of bor- 
‘rowed capital carrying interest) at 4 per 
cent. Repairs and provision for vacan- 
cies over a period of years would require 
‘a provision. of £10 per house per annum, 
This would result in a rental of £1. per 
week, plus rates: But as wages have 
‘gone up 50 “per. cent. since 1939, why 
should not rents for new houses. be in- 
‘ereased by. a similar amount? This is 
true economy. 
‘ fe F, E. Moss, 
» President, Federation. of Registered 


; 4 -. House-Builders. 


London, W.1, 


‘Trade Catalogues: Need for Uniformity. 
«To tue-Eprtor or The Builder. 
Sin,—May I intrude on your precious’ 
space to yoice a general opitiiom amongst 
- One of our most. helpful. soutces . of 
information Is contractors’ and manufac- 
turers’ catalogues. These suffer from two 


is often mislead 





regrettable. disabilities ;; (1);They. contain 
a lot of. irrelevant material, such as 


_, Superb illustrations of “buildings in; which 
; the adyertised . product, is incorporated ; 
(2) the. catalogues are .all of; different, 


sizes. 2 ‘ 548 a 
Both these points,.cause. a considerable 


waste of space.. May I suggest to con-,. 
tractors, and manufacturers. that. they, 


standardise the, size, of their. printed 
matter—for, instance, to.the. size oF 88 in, 
by 11}-in,? This, ofcourse, has been the 
general practice, in the United States, for 
ass decades, oil sp é 

ith. regard. to. irrelevant. subject- 
matter, a not...this-be omitted, and 


replaced by, factual. information,, physical . 
_and chemical. properties, sizes, and,: in 


some .cases, plans, sections, and; elevations 
toa convenient. scale (say,. 4 in,,. 4 in., 
gin. to the foot, as. the case may be)? 

? -E., .GOLDFINGER. 


‘° Foo Old at 40? 
To tHe Eprtor or The Builder. 

Sm,—May I,. thro the. pages .of 
your journal, make a pial to lopal entiay 
rities for the demobilised officers? .We 
who enlisted. at. between, the ages of 35 
and. 40.,are, now being released .under 
Class ‘‘A’’ to find. we are considered 
** too,old..”” 

We spent. the early years serving an 
apprenticeship, the following years qualli- 
fying technically,; then the locust had 5/6 
years, and, after all this, believe me, it 


pts 


ign’t.so good to. read : age, limit 35/40, & 


ete. ‘ ‘ 
I,. personally, am /43,. and .I. feel. men- 
tally and. physically fitter than when, I 
was .30,..but, it gives me a kind of. queer 
feeling inside as it is gradually penetrat- 
ing .my,: thick .skull. that I. am on the 
scrap heap. ' 

If I remember »rightly, after) the 1914- 
1918 .war, a,man..was allowed to deduct 
his service. years from: his age. Why. .not 
this time? 


Harrow Weald, 
Middlesex. 


Output of Bricklayers, 
To tue Eprror’ or The Builder. 


Sm,—Mr. T..E. Cull, in your issue of 
March 15, disagrees with Mr. Lord’s state- 
ment, that a bricklayer laid 1,000. bricks 
per day pre-war, and says that 350-400 is 
nearer the mark, 

This question of production by brick- 
layers seems to be a subject for perpetual 
banter inthe Press, and I should say that 
no other tradesman during and since the 
war has been the subject of such depre- 
cating statements and comparisons as the 
**-bricky.’? I suppose it is because any- 
body can count bricks laid, and it is so 
simple to. form production figures from 
this. “But are the comparisons made some- 
times fair?. There is, of course, brickwork 
and brickwork,.and to quote production 
figures .without fully describing what is 
entailed in the work executed is; strictly 
speaking, only giving half the tale, and 
ing. 

There are at items which 
affect. production; some among which are : 


Noet Ruivce. 


-kind of bricks, whether rough or. fair 


work; large areas; whether much plumb- 
ing, and, for work during and s uent 
to the war; whether bonusable or not, 
etc. Anybody with experience in -com- 
piling and using analytical costs will 
readily appreciate that the “‘ storey *’ is 
cote as ‘important as the figures 
compiled: . So 

As regards the 1,000 a day pre-war figure, 
T can quote a present-day experience of 
an output of 135 per hour for work in 
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1B, commons, fair, one -side,, built, di 

oie pea Malttl tad repeat + wah 
walls to eohorramn : work, to. preprietar 
type, houses. wai I can pore 
war-time. (1942) ‘experience of b vers 
laying only 27 to the hour, but if Accring- 
ton engineering bricks in 1B work, fair 
both. sides, in dwarf ‘walls to Bed 
work, and bonusable. This exter 







official bogey for the. work by 35 percent. 
It is obyious from these two. examples 

that the “s without the * 

part coul made to give 


aFey 

20 y bgt nig 
comparisons, especially if u people 
outside the trade, who ‘aly Be ne. 
of the technical and ‘ other nceg 
involved. agi te ‘ 


W. B. Hopéxrvs6x, F.F.S, (Quants.), 


To rae Evtror or The Builder. 
Sir,—-Year, in and year ‘out,, this. 
question of how many bricks a bricklayer 
lays entirely depends, as Dr. Joad would 





* say,,on what you deem to be a properly 


laid brick, I think it is fair to that 
in some cases comparisons are odious. I 
remember some thirty years ago I was 


working for a well-known contractor, who 
came to give praise on account, of, the low 
cost of bricklaying on my job.. “My reply. 
was, “I ai sorry I cannot a corn?” 
pliments at this stage.’’ We were building 
shops from ground to first’ floor; ‘the 
brickwork was two-and-a-half’ brick thick 
and ‘the walls some eighty feet long, and 
no. openings, I remarked that, ** When we 
et to’ work ‘on the upper floors; with 
the’ thinner walls ‘and as many as six 
plumbing points; you’ will in all 
probability grouse at the costof laying 
bricks,’ and sure enough it was ‘so. 

My view about’ how many: bricks a 
bricklayer lays'is ‘that it entirely depends 
on design. There is an enormous amount 
of difference » between a factory and a 
house designed by an architect: who-makes 
a feature of brickwork,/and one, I submit; 
that brings out»craftsmanship in building. 

What we should do.to settle this: ques- 
tion of how many bricks a bricklayer can 
lay is to have a definite schedule of .what 
the work. is, and; I consider the. brick- 
layer’s union could answer the question. 
One thing we must not, lose sight of is the 
ability of the, bricklayer. 

CuerK or Works (25 years as such). 





M.o.H. Loans. 

Loans’ sanctioned by the M.o.H: during 
the quarter ended September 30,1945, to 
local authorities in England and Wales 
were as follows : Housing, £3,230,624; 
Municipal» Services (including clinics, 
sanatoria, ‘and mental hospitals), £498,584 ; 
Swimming pools, playing fields; recrea- 
tion grounds, open spaces, ete., £23,018; 
Water Supply, £121,088; Disposal of 
waste products (sewerage and sewage. dis- 
posal’ and refuse destruction), ‘£143,273; 
Education’ Services (including. libraries 
and museums), £34,398; Air Raid Precau- 
tions, £17,110; Roads and Bridges (includ- 
ing private street works), £92,615; other 
services (including loans to defray contri- 
butions; etc., under War Damage Act, 
1943), £158,762.—Total, £4,319,472. 


Government Water Supply Facilities. 


In a cireular to Statutory Water Com- 
panies the Ministry of Health refers to 
the water supply facilities which were 


‘provided at vapnene places by. the Govern- 
e 


ment during war for pu of, air- 
fields, camps, hostels, factories, ete. In 
a proportion of cases the installations, will 


_eventually be.surplus to Government re- 


and it is suggested that 


quirements, 
d to 


statutory water companies should 
the M.0.H. ticulars of those “ims 
tions which they may wish to acqu 
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THE HOME) HEATING 
. » EXHIBITION 
FROM A CORRESPONDENT, 

Now that, the War is over, and industry 
is beginning to get, back to normal. condi- 
tions, .we.may. expect to see. @,.series of 
exhibitions embodying the results of recent 
research and deve t. Appropriately, 
since housing takes. first place in the 
building. programme, we, have already had 
some. exhibitions dealing with it. .In,the 
em of in there -was ihe Housing 

quipment. exhibition at. Birmingham, 
organised by the Munote of Works...with 
the co-operation of the. Wakry of Health 
and the Ministry of Fuel and Power, show- 
ing standard equipment. for war 
ine ener ere 

anual, 1945 we. two. 

oxhipetene in London “igvolod ts, tebe 
planning, one with. gas equipment, the 
other with electrical Peete no and there 
has also, been a, full-size. display .in .the 
demonstration houses at Northolt erected 
by the Ministry, of Works primarily to 
ra MB} ge re ag and. others 
inter in building ‘possibilities. of 
material other. than : the traditional brick 
for house construction, but also. incor- 
porating new heating and cooking appli- 
ances under actual working conditions. 
Now comes a still further display,,in the 
Royal Horticultural , Society’s hall . in 
Vineent-square, Westminster. It is called 
the “Good Heating, for Every. Home 
Exhibition,” and it has been organised. by 
the’ Solid Smokeless Fuels Federation... It 
was opened on. March 12 and remains 

till March 30, from. 11 to 7 sven, aie 
(except Sunday)—admission 1s. 

It is a very exhibition, and,a com- 
fortable one—that is to say, there is not 
too much of it, and the exhibits. are 
grouped in sections, and well displayed 
(Mr. Ian Jeffcott, F.R.1.B.A., having. been 
responsible for the general design). More- 
over, the whole of the exhibits are, speci- 
fically related to the subjects concerned, 
not cluttered up with. side-shows. (which 
fact calls to mind Ruskin’s plea for a 
place in’ London where you could: see 
Gothic. sculpture . by . itself, instead 
having to go to: South Kensington,.‘‘ where 
it. is mixed .up. with . steam. threshing 
machines. and.engines of war, orto. the 
Crystal Palace, where it is associated with 
Rimmell’s perfumery .’’). 


Smokeless Fuels. 

The.exhibits are, confined to appliances 
that, burn smokeless. fuels. These com- 
prise .gas-coke,, hard 'coke,' anthracite, 
dry, steam-¢oal,; and carbonised ovoids 
(which.are. the) new form of: manufactured 
fuel, produced from selected. ‘coals 
and, carbonised: to form ‘solid” fuel that 
burns without the emission of ' smoke): 

_ The widespread ‘use of ‘smokeless fuels 
is,a matter. both of national and personal 
concern.. The national aspect is brought 
vividly to motice at the exhibition by a 
large. scenic representation (painted by 
Harker. Brothers) ‘showing ‘the. tall: chim- 
neys ofa power station on the backcloth, 
and, in. front, a colony of: clean houses 
“ glittering) in ‘the ssmokeless’ air.’? The 
National. Smoke ‘Abatement ‘Society are 
the sponsors » of» this \representation ° of 
what can and should’ be achieved. 

_ The personal aspect of ‘smokeless ‘fuel 
is .represented by ‘the numerous  fire- 
grates, boilers, cookers,°and other’ appli- 
ances displayed: © First’ and “foremost 
these possess the merit of éliminating 


soot-diffusion ‘in the ‘home, and ‘all 
trouble it entails, but’ not less important 
is the efficiency value. Research, experi- 


bition. 


THE BUILDER 


ment, and trial have been concentrated 
on getting the. utmost, duty from one fire, 
This..,is, well , exemplified, bythe. Heat 
Service: Unit..designed .by the Ministry 
of, Works. to , suit, houses .planned. by 
ATPLAR (which unfamiliar assembly .of 
letters stands for the Advisory Technical 
Panel of Local Authority, Representation 
—a committee that had under considera: 
tion,.the planning of post-war houses. to 
suit the needs of the majority of people). 
This Heat Service Unit. was. illustrated 
in. last... week’s issue, and need not there- 
fore. be described .in detail here... Briefly, 
it... consists. of .an, open. or closed. fire, 
back-to-back or combination grate, with 
a boiler incorporated, and a. cast-iron flue 
enclosed. in a duct ending right up 
through, the house.. The. boiler supplies 
a jacketed storage. cylinder, which is 
supplemented by. an. electric immersion 
heater or-a gas. circulator, .and fresh, air 
from. outside .is admitted below the 
ground. floor, passes up. and is .warmed 
around the flue-pipe, and. finds; exit. into 
the rooms through. louvres. ‘ 


Warmth and Cooking Combined. 

Other, ways of getting, the utmost ser- 
vice from one fire are.seen in the improved 
types.of fireplaces, which not only.radiate 
heat in the rooms in which they are set, 
but also provide background warmth. in 
other rooms by convected air through 
a separate ductp or by* means’ of a back 
boiler connected with two or. three 
radiators. It has long been recognised, 
however, that there: is a limit to what 
ean be done. This limit seems to have 
been reached in one of ‘the latest back-to- 
back combinations to be seen atthe exhi- 
This: is ‘the new model (No. 3) of 
the ‘‘ Yorkdale.’”’ It has: either an open 
fire ,or--aslow-combustion; stove in~ the 
living-room, and a free-standing unit in the 
kitchen, combining, sidé by side, an oven 
and hot-plate heated by the coal fire, and 
a ‘‘New World ”’ gas cooker with oven, 
three boiling burners.and a grill ; the whole 
finished in mottled enamel. - The doors are 
a novel feature of the stove. Instead of 
ior back to right and left, they-slide 
out of sight into recesses.’ A boiler for 


of |hot-water ‘supply is ‘incorporated, and in 


place of the normal chimney-breast there 
is a cast-iron: flue» pipe enclosed in a duct 
throngh which fresh air is passed, warmed 
and discharged into the bedrooms, as 
already described. 

The “‘ Signal ’’ is another multiple-duty 
junit, combining a “‘ Halés”’ open. fire, a 
sideoyen, and a hot-plate enclosed. by a 
pair of doors. _ ' 

Then there are the heat-storage cookers, 
origit Tepresented by the ‘‘ Aga,”’ but 
now. including othérs, notablythe ‘‘ H.S.’’ 
‘Heat. Storage Cooker, by the same makers 
as the new ‘ Esse-Q” 7 re stove, 

ich has apair 6f.doors that slide out 
of” to right and\left when an ‘open 
fire isidesired. ‘ % 


(New Fires. and Boilers. Me 

In recent years a good deal of research 
towards impfoving~ the efficiency of the 
open fire has been carried out by the 
British Coal Utilisation Research Associa- 
tion (and other technical | organisations. 
Some of the results are seen in the new 
smokeless’ fiél ‘fire-grates; such as the 
Eagle ‘“‘ Fulham ’’ and ‘“‘ Sutton ”’ grates, 
which burn. coke; ignited “by a 2built-in 
gas burner; and the “‘ Siesta.’ A greatl 
increased heating efficiency is obtained, 
and precise means are provided for con- 
tro] of the air supply to the fire. 

Another new fireplace is the ‘‘ Neofire 
No. 2,” which burns coke as an open fire 
and also heats a radiator in the form of a 





29T 
mantel with a small ‘electric or fire 
inset in’ the Nower) part of it. > ‘Phus the 
radiator gives géneral r ‘warmth, 
and’ thé eléetric ori gas fire tops it up ”’ 
when desired; + M OME oH TSM 

The new boilers, such as the Ideal 0,M. 
Magazine, Boiler, the Crane “‘ New Carl- 
ton,”” the ‘* Janitor ‘* and the ‘* Nautilus,’’ 
merit equal attention. 

For the most) part. the exhibition. is 
related to, domestic . appliances, 
stokers, i hi 
(such as the ‘‘ A.1”’ and the “‘ Tangye.’’) 
and. large boilers are also represented, 
together with automatic-control apparatus 
and accessories, 

The appliances with fires burning in 
them are grou in line down ‘the centre 
of the hall, all connected to a trunk flue 
which is carried out through one end of 
the building. Instead of belching smoke, 
this outlet remains clean—convincing testi- 
mony to the merit of smokeless fuels. 


Insulation. 

Last,’ but ‘certainly not least, there ‘are 
two displays showing low the heat which 
has ‘been provided can be prevented from 
dissipating itself. One of these shows 
jackets. for hot-water cylinders, pipe 
wrappin, and. sectional coverings of 
various AGinds. The other consists of a 
series of tiled and battened roof sections— 
carried out full ‘size in real materials— 
demonstrating, the merits of insulation by 
means of slag wool, glass wool, aluminium 
foil, loose foam, slag and other materials. 
It is all very instructive. 


[ REINSTATEMENT INjCIVIL 


EMPLOYMENT 


W. A. SUMMERS v. BOURNEMOUTH 
CORPORATION. 

Tue Association of Building Technicians 
states that—on behalf of a member— 
it took to the Committee set up under the 
Reinstatement in» Civil’ ent Act, 
1944, a case for the payment of the salary 
which he would have received had he not 
joined the Forces: Mr, W. A. Sumimers, 
P.A.8.L, ‘was employed as an assistant 
quantity surveyor by the Bournemouth 
Corporation prior to his enlistment. On 
return to this employment he was offered 
the same salary as before, £350 per 
annum, plus cost-of-living bonus: 

On behalf of Mr. Summers it was con- 
tended that other ‘‘ unqualified’’ staff 
who remained had received increases 
during the warcand that it’ had been’ sug- 
gested to him before he left that lie d 
be recommended: for a permanent post at 
an increased It was also pointed 
out that the chief! of hig section, who had 
resigned when ‘he joined ‘the Forces, had 
been ‘given a new appointment upon his 
return at higher rates. The representa- 
tives of the Corporation contended: that 
their Council intended to await the return 
of ‘all employees, when’ the questions of 
salary’ increases’ and ‘‘ establishment ”’ 
would be considered,’ all increases to be 
made ‘retrospective’ to’ the date’ of their 
return. gett 

The Committee ordered the Corporation 
to’ pay Mr. Summers £450“per annum, 
plus cost-of-living ‘bonus, plas £20 for 
previous 16ss ‘of ret f on the grounds 
that the titi had not discharged 
their duty ‘under ‘the Act. The Corpora- 
tion appeal to the’ Umpire,” whose 
decision is final, and ‘he upheld the Order 
of the Reinstatement Conimittee.”” The 
case is the fitst of its kind to be brought 
before 4 instatement Committee and 
appealed ‘to the Umpire. ifs 
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\ “THE {RECONSTRUCTION ] 
OF OUR’ HOMES ’’ 
MR. JOSEPH EMBERTON ON NEW 
METHODS AND MATERIALS. 

Tne first of a series of five illustrated 
lectures on. the subject of “ Design in 
Daity Life,” organised by the Design and 
Industries Association, was given at the 
County Hall; London, §8.E.1, on Thursday, 
March 7. It was entitled ‘‘ Reconstruction 
of our Homes’ and. was by Mr. Joseph 
Eniberton, F.R.1.B.A. The chair was 
occupied by Mr. M. Hartland Thomas, 
¥.R.LBA., and Lord Sempill made a 
short speech to introduce the series of 
lectures. ‘ : é 

Mr. -Emperton said that the problem 
was so. immense that it, obviously could 
not be: solved. by traditional building 
methods, by. which‘ it, took a man about 
a year to, produce: a. house, hrs wish 

The .Goyernment,’. he . proceeded, . is 
doing all it can to train bricklayers, 
plasterers and the other tradesmen’ who 
are necessary for. the construction of the 
type of buildings that. we haye known for 
centuries,.but this will take some time and 
the problem is very urgent, I understand 
that, even when all bnilding trades’ 
craitsmen.have ‘returned from the Services, 
there .will not. be enough craftsmen even 
to. repair war damage and deal with the 
maintenance of existing buildings. which 
has accrued during the last six years. 

. Before the war, a,good bricklayer laid 
1,000. bricks a. day, whereas the’ average 
now is between 300.and 400. Output: per 
man has fallen tremendously since the war, 
not. only in the building industry but_in 
coal ‘mining,: iron: founding and other 
industries -where. hard manual labour is 
involved. Tt seems tome ‘that it is in 
the: nature of things that, in, present-day 
circumstances, where so. many people have 
experienced ‘the pleasanter* working con- 


ditions irf- factories, hard “manual Jabour | 


in such tinsatisfactory conditions as prevail 
in a coal‘mine or ona building site in 
bad weather should become. less. popular. 
I believe that education; which: is: neces- 
sary if democracy is to:suéceed, will:make 
men less inclined to undertake hard manual 
toil: It is: in» thie: nature of man’ to ‘try 
to improve ‘onthe methods of his fore- 
fathers, and ‘with ‘education ‘he will find a 
way. of «succeeding. I:think it: is now 
tecogniséd that the only way to get the 
coal we require is to mechanise the mines, 
and, in.my opinion, mechanisation: is the 
only answer to the building problem. 


Tradition v. Mechanisation. 

f had: a ‘very interesting experience: a 
short time ago when I went’ to the cinema. 
I. saw, :quite: by coincidence, two films 
which “created an..extraordinary impres- 
sion on me. © One of ‘the films was. called 
‘* The C.B.’s,”? and it showed the: Ameri- 


can‘ Construction: Battalions following . 


behind the’ armies.in the Far East. One 
saw.a lot of hefty fellows, happy. vigorous 
and héalthy-looking, at work with diggers, 
bulldozers and other. kinds of immense 
anachines, whereby a man can see consider- 
able results from: his efforts, ..In.the. next 
film one of our Construction Battalions 
Was, shown marching. to. work, the men 
having .spades. and...shovels ..on.. their 
shoulders.and looking very uninterésted 
and. dejected... Tt. seems, to,me that. the 
idea. that. has. been prevalent, for. so long, 

at. we are losing power :and craftsman- 


ship. bv the, introduction of anachinery. is 


an entire misconcention. The machine 

# power. ina man’s hand. 

. Traditjonal. building will be.helped when . 
thie ‘brickfiglds are, mechanised ta. a, mach 


greater extent than they, are at the * 
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moment, and by the prefabrication of 
interior fittings and plumbing. By the 
utilisation of automatic - ery: under 
factory conditions for the employment of 
labour ‘in the’ manufacture of’ buildin 
es I believe that the man-hours requir: 
or the construction: of a house ‘can ‘be 
reduced to one-fifth the time required for 
the constriction of a traditional-type of 
house, and I do not doubt that this can be 
done without decreasing efficiency, comfort 
or af Peweganrd) in fact, higher standards 
should ‘be achieved. 

Whilst an automatic machine can pro- 
duce many of the same articles per minute, 
the articles must be precisely the same, 
so the architéct’s problem in designing a 
building for’ such form of manufacture is 
to design it’ so that it can be constructed 
by fitting together a number of parts 
which, if not all the same, conform to 
a minimum number of patterns. With the 
object of mimimising labour on ‘the site, 
it is desirable that the units of which the 
building is constructed should ‘be as large 
‘as possible, consistent with being con- 
venient for transport and handling. 
Another point to.be borne in mind when 
designing the units is to design them so 
that they can be put together in different 
ways,\in order to produce houses to suit 
varying requirements with’ regard to 
accommodation and ‘aspect, and to give 
variety to street frontages. 


Problems of Prefabrication. 

It: may be thought that such form. of 
prefabrication will result in monotony, but 
I do not think the monotony will. be any 
worse than before; in fact, 1 do not think 
it’ will’ be: so--bad. «In «the past, such 
variations’ as:-have been ‘made in street 
frontages on “housing estates have ‘been 
mothing mere or less than the idiosyncrasies 
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of individual architects or speculative 
builders, and they do not_really add any- 
thing to the people’s lives. Some monotony 
is obviously inevitable if people will insist 
on living imsemi-detached houses. at eight 
or twelve to the acre. 


‘ Mass production will result in the simpli. 
fication of' building forms, as has been the 
case in connection with the motor car body. 
Prefabrication ‘will start by imitating (at 
some loss of efficiéncy and at extra cost) 
traditional brick building, ‘but, as  pre- 
fabrication develops, houses will gradually 
take on a new appearance, just as the 
motor car did; * Tf e will. judge their 
homes by their efficiency rather than from 
the point of view. of sentimental prejudice, 
architecture will make progress and people 
will “escape much “unnecessary drudgery 
and lead brighter lives. 

‘Whilst ‘I believe ‘that mechanised pro- 
duction can do as much for house building 
as it has done for other industries, it has 
not yet produced more satisfactory houses 
at less cost, but it can producé them more 
quickly- and employ labour under more 
favourable conditions. 

Traditional ‘building, which has’ served 
us for many centuries, is almost foolproof, 
and if a good builder is’ employed little 
trouble need be feared. On the other hand, 
prefabricated building produces many new 
problems. An 11-in. hollow brick ‘wall, 
which usually forms the enclosure of a 
traditional type house, keeps the ‘water 
out,‘is a fairly good insulator against ‘both 
temperature and sound and is fire-resistant. 
Sheet metal will keep out the water, but 
it is not a good insulator against. tempera- 
ture or sound, and it requires protection 
against ‘corrosion. Cork, fibre-board and 
cellular concrete are good insulators 
against. temperature, but they ill not 
keep out the weather. Therefore, the 
external walls.of most prefabricated build- 
ings are of a composite nature, and a 
scientist is required to determine their 
composition. 


Houses or Flats? 

Mr. Emberton then showed a number 
of slides indicating the progress which had 
been made in connection with the type 
of building that he had described. e 
then showed'a plan of an estate containing 
about a thousand semi-detached houses 
and a view of the same area as it would 
appear if the same accommodation was 
provided in the form of large blocks of 
flats, built at some distance from each 
other. He thought that. the views, and 
amenities which could ‘be provided | by 
such. buildings “would give people far 
greater pleasure than they would have if 
they lived in semi-detached houses, from 
which they could see: no further than 
across to other side of the street. The 
blocks of flats could be surrounded by 
gardens, with tennis courts, and the saving 
in ground space would be such that there 
would be plenty of room for allotments. 

A number of'slides of blocks of flats de- 
signed by the lecturer for the area in ques- 
tion were ‘then shown, including a plan 


of the ground floor, where there were a 


restaurant, nursery and other communal 
rooms. The flats: were so arranged that 
every room had sunshine for some part of 
the day. . They contained either two or 
three bedrooms. . The kitchens’ and bath- 
rocms of adjoining flats were back to back, 
but in no case were the living rooms or 
bedrooms of the flats.contiguous ; there was 
always a. buffer space between them, so 
that, the trouble of sound transmission 
from one flat to another was effectively 
dealt with... 

From the point of view of erection, the 


Jecturer said that. the flats would be con- 


venient, as the building trade was far 
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more mechanised for large buildings than 
it was for small ones. The steel frames of 
the blocks of flats could be built by the 
kind of people who had been making tanks 
and aeroplanes during the war. The occu- 
pation of a semi-detached cottage by a 
married woman without a@ servant repre- 
sented a job for fife In a block of flats, 
where it would be so easy to arrange com- 
munal services such as cleaning, she would 
be as free as her husband to choose the 
type of work she preferred to do. Alter- 
natively, she would have more time to 
bring up @ family. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


In reply to a question by a member of 
the audience, the lecturer stated that he 
was satisfied that if flats were designed 
in @ manner appropriate for mass produc- 
tion by the utilisation of automatic 
inachinery they could be built as cheap 
as, if not Lge sag than, the same accom- 
modation in the form of semi-detached 
houses and that the communal amenities 
such as lifts, central heating, laundry, 
créche, etc., could be provided for the 
money which would be saved by the omis- 
sion of a considerable amount of site work 
in the formation of roads and services 
underneath, which would no longer be 
necessary. He quoted some figures indi- 
cating results of investigations which he 
had made to illustrate this. He pointed 
out that there would be a considerable 
saving to the local authority, as the central 
heating would consume rubbish which 
would otherwise have to be collected and 
carted away.. The provision of heat and 
hot water from a central source would 
save a lot of coal and thus help to solve 
an urgent problem. 

In seply to another question, the lec- 
turer said the kind of facing adopted for 
the new type of building would be largely 
determined by making it appropriate for 
its situation. In the country thin concrete 
slabs with exposed aggregate, which is 
available in many varieties and colours 
backed with proper insulating material 
such as aerated concrete, cork or fibre 
board, could produce very pleasant results. 
A building he had erected in Blac | 
before tae war faced with such slabs 
looked as clean and white now as the 
dey it was put up. 

or industrial towns a material which 
was attracting him at the moment was a 
plastic which could be sprayed on and 
cured by a heat process. an severe tests 
to which the material had been subjected 
indicated that it would last for a very 
considerable period without maintenance. 
It could be put on a thin metal such as 
aluminium and could be produced in 
almost any colour or texture—and would 
be washable. 


On the motion of the chairman, a vote 
of thanks was accorded Mr. Emberton. 


Social Insurance and 
Builders’ Benevolence 


Mr. D. C. Burazgss,. Vice-President of 
the London Master Builders’ Association, 
and last year’s President of the Builders 
Clerks’ Benevolent Institution, was host 
at a recent farewell dinner to the mem- 
bers of the management committee of 
the Institution af Frascati’s. Among 
those present were Alderman W. E. 
Mullen, Mayor of Holborn, who is this 
year’s President, and Mr. E. W. Garrett, 
the President of the London Master 
Builders’ Association, who was President 
of the Institution in 1944. In welcoming 
the guests and taking leave of them as 
President, Mr. Burgess said that with 
the prospect of the early introduction of 
the new social insurance scheme careful 
consideration of the rules of the Institu- 
tion would have to be made, but the 
field for its good work would remain 
for many years. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Cost of Permanent Houses. 

Mr. Bossom asked the Minister of 
Health if he would state the average cost 
of the typical three-bedroom permanent 
house approved by him and accepted by 
local authorities; the average super. floor 
area of these houses; whether this 
approved cost included the charges for 
land and services and the work done by 
employees of the local authorities and 
his department; and in view of these 
figures, what price private builders might 
charge for similar houses. 

Mr. Bevan said that the average cost of 
a@ permanent three-bedroom house in 
tenders submitted by local authorities and 
approved by him up to January 31, 1946, 
was approximately £980, and the average 
floor area approximately 910 sq. ft. The 
approved price was based on the accepted 
tender, or direct labour estimate, and was 
exclusive of charges for land, service or 
any additional work undertaken by the 
local authorfty or his Department. The 
maximum price permitted for a three-bed- 
room house of 1,000 superficial feet erected 
by a private builder under licence was 
€1,300 in the London Region and £1,200 
elsewhere. This included the price of 
the developed land. 


Isnported Granite 

Mr. Hector Huaues asked the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade why he had 
not granted to the Granite Supply Asso- 
ciation, Limited, Aberdeen, the licence 
asked for last autumn to import rough 
granite blocks from Sweden, Norway and 
Finland; whether he was aware that 
such imports are necessary to carry out 
war damage repairs and io execute 
orders for export which would be of 
advantage to Aberdeen; and if he would 
now grant these licences in order to pre- 
vent unemployment in this firm, which, 
in 1938, imported 14,684 tons of rough 
granite. ; 

Sm Srarrorp Cripps: Owing to our 
balance of payment difficulties, imports 
of granite cannot at present be allowed 
for home consumption. The licence re- 
quired for the import of granite for the 
manufacture of goods for export is being 
granted forthwith. 


Supply of House Fittings 


Mr. Garry ALLIGHAN asked the Minister 
of Supply and of Aircraft Production if 
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he was aware that of 28,818 temporary 
houses erected, only 14,661 had been 
completed for occupation: and what was 
the cause of the hold-up of ‘internal 
fittings which were necessary before pre- 
fabricated houses could be occupied. 
Mr. JOHN WitmMor: Unfortunately, 
although most of the fittings are avail- 
able in sufficient Seas, ifficulties in 
the early stages of the programme have 
resulted in shortages of a few items. 
These are now almost overcome, and in 
a few weeks production in all cases 
should be adequate to meet demand. 


Housing; Rejected Tenders 

Mr. Watker-SmitH asked the Minister 
of Health how many of the 3,305 tenders 
Fg as being rejected on page 4 of 
the Housing Return for England and 
Wales, January 31, 1946, were rejected on 
the ground of excessive price; and, in 
such cases, whether fresh tenders were 
invited on the same specificafions, or 
whether the specifications were reduced 
or simplified to ensure lower tenders. 

Mr. ANEURIN Bevan: The full in- 
formation asked for could not be. ob- 
tained without a detailed analysis, which 
would involve much labour, but I am 
aware that excessive price has been the 
usual reason for the rejection of the 
tenders. When tenders are readvertised 
amendments are sugge: if it is con- 
sidered that economies can be secured 
without prejudice to proper standards 
and amenities, but not otherwise. 


War Damage Repairs. ’ 

Str WaLpRon SMITHERS asked the 
Minister of Health if he would allow 
small builders in country towns and 
villages to undertake bomb damage and 
other urgent repairs by using their exist- 
ing labour, stocks and utilisable material 
from damaged buildings without filling 
up forms for licences and permits. 

Mr. Bevan said that war damage and 
other repairs could already be carried out 
by private builders without licence where 
the cost did not exceed £10. He was not 
prepared to recommend any extension of 
this limit at the present time in view of 
the imperative need to conserve building 
resources for essential work, which, of 
course, included necessary war-damage 
repairs to houses. A builder who had 
labour or materials available might use 
them without any special authorisation 
so long as a building licence, if required, 
had been obtained, with the exception 
that timber and large quantities of cast- 
iron and steel remained controlled and 
could not be used without a permit. 


Housing Subsidy 

FiigHt-Lizutenant Beswick asked the 
Minister of Health if a local authority, 
which, in order to accommodate urgent 
cases, bought houses builf by private 
builders, would qualify on such houses 
for the subsidy it is vig tay to pay 
on houses built specially for the local 
authority. 

Mr. Bevan: Yes, sir, provided that the 
proposal is approved by me. 


Building Houses to Let 

Replys to a debate in the House of 
Lords t week, the EaRLt or LISTOWEL 
announced that the Minister of Health 
had been discussing with the Federation 
of Registered House Builders how to 
enable the small builder to make his 
useful but peculiar contribution. It was 
hoped to arrange for the acceptance by 
local authorities of contracts with experi- 
enced private builders for the erection 
of small groups of houses. These opera- 
tions would not require the technical 
staff, the specifications, the bills of 
quantities, and the elaborate contracts 
involved in a full-scale housing scheme. 
Contracts made with the small man in 
the building industry would ordinarily 
be for two to six houses on a site. They 
would be based on a modern house 
already erected by the builder, and 
would provide for a lump sum payment. 

The essence of the arrangements would 
be that the local authority, having a 
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good knowledge of the builder’s pre-war 
work in @ particular area, would have 
confidence in his capacity to satisfy 
present standards in spite of the absence 
of the usual Pg _ guarantees and 
qualifications. e Minister of Health 
was also suggesting to local authorities 
that they should invite builders, large or 
small, to build for them on their own 
land, the land and the houses being 
subsequently purchased from _ their 
owner by the local authority. The 
Minister expected to announce shortly a 
scheme acceptable to the local housing 
authorities and the small builders. . 

Shortage in a large number of essential 
building materials was causing the 
Government considerable anxiety. The 
Minister of Works was doing everything 
possible to step up the production of 
materials in short supply. The building 
materials industries held the key to 
housing, and in no field of production 
should the Prime Minister's appeal for 
renewed and greater effort receive a more 
willing and immediate response in the 
national interest. The next six months 
would be the first big opportunity the 
country would have to secure new houses 
in ane and rapidly erg ees numbers. 
If full advantage was to be taken of that 
opportunity there would have to be a 
maximum of co-operation and good will 
from public authorities and private firms 
alike, from labour and management in 
the building and ancillary industries, 
and from the multitude of agencies and 
individuals on whose efforts in the 
ot months the homes of the future 
rested. 


Timber from Germany 

In the House of Commons on March 13, 
Mr. WiLLiaM SHEPHERD asked the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade when the 
Forestry Commission sent to Germany 
commenced operations; and if he would 
state the quantities of timber exported to 
this country since these operations com- 
menced ? 

Mr. BetcHer: Timber production was 
started in Germany in the early days of 
the Allied occupation mainly to provide 
for the needs of the Forces of Occupation 
and of the coal mines. The first part of 
the enlarged organisation left this country 
at the end of February. The answer to 
the second part of the question is 7,500 
tons. 


No Land Nationalisation 

Mr. Krrkwoop asked the Prime 
Minister whether it was his intention to 
nationalise the land of Britain without 
further delay, in view of the fact that the 
difficulty of getting land was the chief 
obstacle to the speedy building of houses 
for the people, and that the cost of pur- 
chasing the necessary land made the 
building unreasonably expensive. 

Mr. Artttzz: No, Sir. But a Bill to pro- 
vide a more speedy procedure for acquir- 
ing land is now before the House. Mean- 
while, powers for compulsory acquisition 
of land required for housing already exist 
and the Government do not accept the 
suggestion that difficulty in getting land 
is the chief obstacle to the speedy build- 
ing of houses. So far as cost is concerned, 
the land compulsorily acquired for hous- 
ing is acquired at the 1939 value by virtue 
of Section 57 of the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1944. 


No Release for Students ; 

Mason Witkes asked the Minister of 
Labour whether he would allow all archi- 
tectural students who have completed a 
minimum of one year at a _ recognised 
architectural institute to be released from 
the Forces to resume their studies, in 
order that the housing programme may 
not be handicapped in the future by a 
shortage of qualified technicians. 

Mr. GeorGce Isaacs: No, Sir. I am not 
satisfied that such an exceptional measure 
would be justified. 

Release of Labourers 
In oy to MR. SKINNARD, Mr. TOMLIN- 


SON said: I am aware that the number of 
building labourers released from the 
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Forces has not kept pace with the release 
of craftsmen and that in some cases 
craftsmen have assisted with unskilled 
work to avoid work being delayed. 
Arrangements have been made for sub- 
stantial releases of walang labourers 
from the Forces under Class B. 


The Cement Industry Inquiry 

Mr. Garry ALLIGHAN asked the Minister 
of Works what progress had been made 
by the inquiry into the operation of the 
cement industry which he set up last year. 

Mr. ToMLINSON: The Committee has 
held a number of meetings, and is at pre- 
sent taking written evidence. I under- 
stand that 41 organisations or individuals 
have been invited to give oral or written 
evidence. 


Housing Components 

Mr. THomas Brappock asked the 
Minister of Supply.and of Aircraft Pro- 
duction what orders had been placed with 
royal ordnance factories for housing com- 
ponents; the actual items and quantities 
of each ordered; what royal ordnance 
factories or other buildings were being 
prepared to manufacture this equipment. 

Mr. Witt1aM LeEonaRD said orders had 
been placed with royal ordnance factories 
for 331,850 taps, 12,700 cupboard units and 
100,000 gas cocks. The placing of orders 
for gas and electric cookers, gas water- 
heaters and ceramic components was 
under consideration. For the orders so 
placed, the royal ordnance factories con- 
cerned were located at Woolwich, Maltby 
and Birtley. 


** Portable ’? Cost of Works 

Mr. THOMAS Brappock asked the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, if, in view of the 
fact that the Mitcham Corporation, under 
their town planning powers and in order 
to comply with the Greater London plan, 
had sterilised sites where bombs fell and 
so prevented the rebuilding of houses 
scheduled for cost of works claim, he 
would allow claimants to be paid a port- 
able cost of works to permit them to 
rebuild on other sites if obtainable. 

Mr. Darton: A portable cost of works 
payment would benefit the owner of a 
damaged property more than the owner 
of an undamaged property in a recon- 
struction area, and this would be diffi- 
cult to justify. 
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THE BUILDING OF HOUSES 
HOW MANY THIS YEAR? 


A CAREFUL assessment of the outlook for 
the building of houses was a feature of a 
speech made by Mr. E. W. Garrett, Presi- 

ent of the London Master Builders’ Asso- 
ciation, as guest of honour of Central No. 1 
Area at a luncheon in Derry and Toms’ 
Restaurant last week. Mr. C. E. B. Head, 
Chairman of the Area, presided. Making 
his first public speech as President, Mr. 
Garrett said that to his mind it was most 
unfortunate that the Government had 
allowed the housing problem, which was, 
of course, the primary concern of the 
building industry, to become a political 
issue. 

“It is difficult for us as individuals to 
avoid taking sides,’’ said Mr. Garrett, 
‘*‘ but as builders we should look on the 
problem only as it affects the actual build- 
ing of houses. Houses and housing are 
required in the maximum amount for the 
benefit of the community as a whole. It 
is therefore our obvious duty to assist in 
this task to our maximum capacity, and, if 
factors outside our control prevent us from 
doing so, say so in no uncertain terms. 

“The case of the builder who builds 
houses for sale privately has been put. 
What of the type of housing the Govern- 
ment has decreed shall be built? Is it all 
a3 mit B ak ve these, and shall we 
attain a satisfactory production this year 
and next? Mr. Bevan has wisely solieed 
to give the target at which he is aiming. 
It is quite obvious, however, that until we 
reach something approaching 350,000 


. houses a year, which was our pre-war 


output, we shall not be even nearing a 
solution to the problem. What prospects 
have we of doing this in the near future? 

_ ‘The present labour force in the build- 
ing industry is about 700,000 against a 
pre-war strength of 1,000,000. If every- 
thing else were equal and pre-war con- 
ditions obtained, it might be estimated 
that a proportionate output of houses could 
be attained—say, 150,000-200,000 per 
annum. But it must be remembered that 
something like half the number of men 
available to the building, as distinct from 
the civil engineering, industry is engaged 
on war damage repairs at the present 
moment, and this proportion is likely to 
continue for some considerable time. We 
shall therefore be very lucky if we have at 
present sufficient labour to erect even 
50,000-60,000 houses this year. Any in- 
crease in the potential output of houses 
must depend on the rate of release of 
building trade labour from the Forces and 
from other industries, 


“* But it is quite a fallacy to assume that 
an immediate increase in labour alone 
would solve the problem. Even more 
pressing is the supply of materials. Here 
the position is very serious indeed, and 
unless very drastic steps are taken in the 
immediate future, we may even have 
building held up on the site because of 
lack of: materials for the men coming out 
of the Forces to work on. 


‘All this presents rather a gloomy 
picture of the housing situation, and over 
these aspects of it we have very little 
control. There are, however, one or two 
things which we can do to avoid making 
the position even worse. Our natural 
tendency as individuals is to attempt to 
offset shortages by building up stocks and 
by duplicating orders in order to double or 
treble our chances of obtaining supplies. 
If we all adopt these methods, two or 
three of us will be better off temporarily, 
but only at the expense of our less fortun- 
ate competitors, and our temporary 
advantage will result in the disorganisa- 
tion of housing progress. 
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‘‘ Then there will doubtless be occasions 
when materials do not arrive, and con- 
tractors may be faced with having to dis- 
charge labour:~'To. meet this situation the 
Ministry of Works has a Materials Alloca- 
tion Officer, one of whose duties is to deal 
with bottlenecks, and I would now appeal 
to you not to wait until the closing down 
of the job is imminent, before letti i 
know that this is likely to happen, 
do it as soon as it becomes a 
labour will have to be discharged if 
materials do’not appear within a matter of 
weeks. Failure. to utilise the-services of 
the M.A.O. to the full will merely involve 
the industry in accusations of inefficiency. 

‘‘ During the coming year we shall as 
builders) build all. the houses we are 
allowed to build, but there is no doubt 
in my mind that the results at the end of 
the year will not be spectacular. Then will 
come the reckoning. Someone will be the 
scapegoat, and ace Mr. Bevan may 
not. get away scot free, what could be more 

‘to biame 
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E.W.O. FOR HOUSING 
LOCAL AUTHORITIES EMPOWERED © 
TO ASK FOR SCHEDULING. 

Tue Ministry of Health announces 
Cireular 54/46) that the Essential Work 
filding and Civil Engineering Orders, 
1942/44, may be applied to the erection 
of permanent houses. On contracts where 
work has not yet begun. local authorities 
in completing Form WBA (H) to secure 
WBA priority can, if they so wish, 
request that the work be scheduled under 
the Essential. Work Orders. On contracts 
where: work is already.in progress the 
application for scheduling under the 
Essential Work Orders should be made in 
a letter specifying the site or sites con- 
cerned to the Regional Controller, Ministry 
of Labour and pens raleige Soar a 
sent . to . Regio irector, 
Ministry of Works. ae pong 
In considering whether to or 
eS eg Rol 7a 





convenient than: the builder? © in mind that there is an - 
* We mi prepared for that cry, and ips ian n the Govern + thes t and the building 
while doing all. we can to build) houses, “%,, that scheduling should not be 
see that the cou try is kept informed of | applied indiscri to the e nm of 
the difficulti + we ‘are up against.””. “permanent houses, but only where the cir- 
Le eae ae . there is: a likelihood That work 0 | the 

» ALLIED. INDUSTRIES ~ | contract could not start or would ot 


NEW NATIONAL JOINT COUNCIL 
Negotiation nareuieet proceeding be- 


tween the employers’ organisat . 
the trade unions concerned in the fide 
ing brick and allied industries with a 
view to the ‘ish: of a National. 
Joint ingame Council to cover the 
main groups undertakings in hank. 


dustries. Last week meeting at the 
Ministry of Labour and ‘National gatetes: 
of the ‘proceed: 


the new Council wi ormall: 

tuted. At the beginning 

ings Mr. Ness Parliamentary 
Secre’ 


f 

,.. Mini of Labour 
ners Service, addressed the ane 
sentatives and extended his good wishes 
for the work ofthe new» - ae 

The membership of the National Joint 
Council for the building brick and allied 
industries is composed of representatives «- 
of.employers’ associations and of trade 
unions. The first Chairman of the Coun- 
cil is WingCommander M. S.: White- 
house, and the .Deputy Chairman is Mr, 
L. H, Pearmaine. 

The employers’ side of the. Council 
consists of representatives’ of the em- 
ployers’ associations concerned in the 
manufacture of the following : dy 

(i) Building ’ bricks and engineeri 
bricks: (a) ‘Pressed, wirecut and’ hand. 
made, including’ collie bricks: _ (b) 
Fletton. bricks. (ce) Stock bricks. '(d) 
Sand-lime bricks, (ii) Hollow clay 
blocks: (iii) Clay’ roofing tiles, floor 
quarries a cable covers—Machine- 
made and hand-made. (iv) Clay chim- 
neypots and finials. (v) Clay agri- 
cultural ‘drain pipes and’ tiles. . (vi) 
Salt: qlazed ‘wire “products. (vii) Sani- 
tary fireclay products." * 
_ The trade union's side‘of'the Council 
is» composed of representatives of’ the 
Transport: and General ‘Workers’ Union 
and the’ National’ Union of eral 
atid: Municipal ‘Workers. The . Joint 
Secretaries of the \Coungil ate Mr.''H. 
Halliday, Drayton “House,~ W.C.1, and 
Mr.» H. L. Bullock; 5, Endsleigh. Gar- 
dens, W.C.1. i a's 

The scope of: the Council: will cover 
not only: questions: of wages. and condi- 
tions:in the industry, but,also a wide 
range of subjects upon which: joint. con- 
sultation may be pursued! dealing with 
matters affecting: the progress: ‘ well- 
being of the British building brick: and 
allied: industries... The National, Council 


owill operate in ye with a num- 


ber of Sectional Joint Councils repre- 
senting the main groups of undertakings 
within the industries. 


aati. Servic 


the 


Re; ion.. 58A to direct workers to, it. 
oh te apureciated tet the Meimity 
of Labour will only use powers of ditec- 
tion in such circumstances provided the 
contract is scheduled, so that workers once 
directed to work upon. a particular, 

and other workers on the site, are tied to 
that work. anless paper the National 

ice Officer i 





‘unless the employment and welfare. condi- 
tions-are considered to be satisfactory. 
It should also be noted that although the 
‘Essential Work Orders prescribe the insti- 
tution of a ‘‘ paymemit by results ~” e, 
where practicable and desirable, no scheme 
for application to t house efec- 
tion has yet been-agréed and no question 











Whenever ‘your scheme 
calls for 


METAL. WINDOWS 


built specially to. suit your 
own requirements 
always specify 
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the verious bealshan civil engineering. 


of ‘payment by results ”’ will arise there- 


“fore, at present 


It should be emphasised that directions 
will not be used to diréct workers to work 
away from home, save in the: most excep- 
tional circumstances. Neither~will the 


‘Ministry of Labour direct workers from 


other:contractors to any contractor under- 
taking the erection of. permanent. houses 
who is considered to be in a position to 
transfer his own workers from other less 
essential “work; whilst, therefore, the 
application of the Essential Work. Orders 
in conjunction with the issue of directions 


by the Ministry of Labour will te in 
a concentration of local labour on ity 
work, it cannot. be e to to 
the sum total°of: local r Tesourees. 
Where. housi es have. been 
planned with due to the local 


resources of labour, and the local authority 
has exercised its licensing powers in suc 
Bor Shee Paes pal evap ray Se 
i available: for priority ,work_(Grr-~ 
rag a it ere comeaty Be reabo 
to;suppose that.no direction of labour 
would‘ be-necessaty and that the authority 
should not need to ask for scheduling. 
Tecal authorities will doubtless know 
from: their ‘consultations with Tepresenta- 
tives “of ‘the “Ministry of Labour “and 
Ministry of Works (Circular 138/45) 
whether ‘difficulties are likely to arise’ in 
manning up contracts. There would ‘be 
No “point’in asking for scheduling: if, so 
far as ‘can’ be™ foreseen,~no difficulty is 
likely to arise. it would be’ open to a 
local ' authority: if .it did not ask «for 
scheduling when issuing’ Form - WBA (H) 
to do so ata later date’should unforeseen 
difficulties in securing labour arise. 

If the local ‘authority considers it 
desirable that.a request for ‘scheduling 
under the Essential Work Orders: should 
be made, the contractor ‘should be 
informed: 

Requests: for! scheduling will) be : ex- 
amined: by the Regional Officers of the 
Ministries of Labour and . Works in con- 
junction: with) the ‘Principal . Housing 
Officer, and the decision reaclied: will be 
notified as.early as possible. 


CIVIL ENGINEERING AS_A 
CAREER 


A pampuiet which should be of consider- 
able assistance to young men who intend 
to become ‘¢ivil’ engineers, as well as to 
-parents, rdians and school ‘masters 
responsible for advisingon the choice. of 
a career, has been published under the 
above title by the Institution of Civil 


Engineers. It traces briefly the. history 
of civil. engineering, _includi the 
foundation of the Institution of Civil 


Engineers, and deals at length with the 


tion in the stages is advocated, and 
emphasis - Lsoell oie the pesraamgt a St 

e, of in ing 
Funtime university or tecunical ‘college 
courses le 4 as 
exem 


He 


such apes 8 as well.as the practi 
training miee a young.man must under- 
gO before becoming eligible for admission 
the'ranks of the Institution. wee 
Yoting “men who aspire to 
be “mre urgéd to’ complete: their 
eoreti qualifications as early as‘ pos- 
sible, and at the outset of their careers 
to: seek) opportunity for acquiring wide 
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THERMAL INSULATION 
OF FACTORY BUILDINGS 


CONSIDERABLE, recognition had already 
been .given; in pre-war ays, to the need 
fer thermal insulation of wrested build- 
ings... The. extensive use. of , insulation 
materials during war time leaves no doubt 
that in peace time they will continue to 
play a large part,.in the, urgent matter of 
fuel conservation, 

Sheet materials have been. extensively 
used for, the purpose, notably fibre board 
and, to. conserve, timber. and, minimise 
loading of attenuated war-time construc- 
tions, light steel: sections; haye been 
widely, used, for.,supporting the, lining 
materials, , 

It' is highly. necessary, both for appear- 
ance and for maximum insulation: that 
the metal sections! should be so*designed 
as to hold the boards firmly against. the 
base of. the’ section. The constructidn 
details. show: the |‘‘ V.’ Clip: method: of 
efixing and it) will :‘be«seen t the clip, 
ence engaged,:cannot become) accidentally 
disengaged. A further advantage claimed 

for this type’ of fixinf as that the’ iclips 
8) engaged before erection of the tee 
bars and awkward’ fixing 


in confined | 


Spaces.is thus, obviated. It should, be | 
noted also that, since. the. clips. are adjust- | 


able along the length.of, the tee bar,, they 


V-CLIP ROOF CONSTRUCTION DETAILS. 


M.O.W. FACTORY USING 


March 22.1946 
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THE V-CLIP CONSTRUCTION, 





may be disposed where most necessary— | 


for example, it is essential for good work 
that the corners 


firmly held. 
“Vv” Clip fixing, we learn, has been | 
used 0n wi el varied, types of, building. 


Illustrated is the;Ministry:of.Works Stan- 
dard Factory at: Dundee (architect: Mr. 
S.Sims; tof the Ministry of Works, Edin- 
burgh) ‘with north ‘light roof.» To ensure 
maximum ° insulation ‘the lining was 
carried over truss rafter level, thus avoid- 
ing interruption of the lining. An excep- 
tion occurred at ‘ valley . gutters “(see 
detail) where there. .was not sufficient 
clearance between gutter and rafter top. 
_ With . the -type) of. fixing illustrated, to 
allow the ‘insulation -lining to. run con- 
tinuously ' over. rafters, a minimum clear- 
ance-of 1:in. shouldbe allowed. 

OV? Clip ie hy marketed’ “by = 
PEM.’ eae »») and. Sundeala 

lng Axi 


,of . the root 

ne oe car Hae out, by. Messrs.., East 
wen whose ie department . at 
47 Belwedere-road clvondon,: §.8.1,:/ has 
past! ispécialised in? the 
supply’ ‘and fixing ‘of insulation ‘and ‘other 
material rie méans of’ the 
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ae 4 


p system," 





of boards should © be | 
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iwas ‘fined 
‘costs at 


vA LICENSING OFFENCE 
», READING BUILDER FINED. 


a ANTHONY L&ONARD PryMaAn, The 
| Green, Ho Sonning, Berks, governing 
director of Messrs.’ Boyd and Murley, 
\Ltd., buildets, of: London-streét,'Reading, 

and. ordered to pay 10 gns. 
ding ‘Police Court on March 


18 on a summons relating to the control 


of Public Proseeutions; Mr. J. F 


of givil buildings ‘under, the Defence 
rag fined ations,) 1939, The firm 
\ & on/a similar summons. 


Prosecuting on “belialf of ge Director 
. Claxton 
said that in March, 1945, the company 
submitted an applieation to carry out 
renal $ on a house owned by Mr. Peyman 
ra licence 7a end approxi- 

ES Mr. Peyman eis au oe pre 
ig a pie military an 
ious Te palcive in fed by the make it fit 
3 habitation. A certificate to repair 


2 ho cost , ea Be ed 
by peel 


ttn consequence: 








n ig of fe y visi & 
ouse. bis been, .com- 
leted Ss oyd and Mur- 







rtd 


ey to submit # ’ "these repairs. 
[This amounted oe The company 


explained that the additional cosis were 
due to alterations. not estimated at the 
time of the application for a licence and 
the extra cost of labour, 

Mr. John Brain, on behalf of Mr. \Pey- 
man (who pleaded guilty), said it was a 
case of a man who had little time to look 
after his. own affairs while he was looking 
after the affairs of. others. It was not a 
question of a deliberate attempt to use 
his own business for his own personal 
gain. It was due to unfortunate circum- 
stances over which Mr. Peyman had» no 
control. Mr. Peyman was an, extremely 
busy man. During the war he had been 
a member of three advisory committees 
on, building to the Government, and he 
was chairman, of the local appéals’ tri- 
bunal/of the Ministry of Labour. During 
the 73 days when the repairs were carried 
out on: his house Mr. Peyman had spent 
42 of them serving on committees and-in 
serving the ‘public: interest. 

When informed that there were pro- 
ceedings against him Mr. Peyman had 
resigned from ‘the Tribunal because «of 
the stigma} but he had been asked ‘by 
the: Ministry of Labour to carry ‘on. 

The chairman ‘of the Bench, Mr. °A. G. 
‘West, said it was unfortunate that repairs 
were carried out on Mr. Peyman’s own 
nny Ron the magistrates could not over- 

4} 4 ‘ i 
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NEWS ITEMS®*'""'=" 
“ Fuel and the Housewife.”’ 

An’ exhibition of kitchen _ equipment 
under the — bith, freanived “by the 
Ministry re) el an lower 
tion with the Ministry of Vows, the: Coat 
Utilisation Joint. Council, the | 
Commercial Gas ae jation and a aht 


British Blectricat Be aia ssoc 
tion, was on view at. ie cobb, 
London, last week, dt, es ¥ BO on 
tour. 


Wilts County. Councillonse.:i2 bo: 
Mr W. SF. ihattiog chairman’ and for 


Hedteil” ant and *Sone” tad 
Devizes, a firm: which wilh celebrate 
centenary in 1947, has ‘beem returned un- 
opposed as a coun unty éoundilfor for the 
Devizes Division of the re County 
Council. 

Mr. B. J. Couzens, managing ‘director 
of Downing, Rudman and aging builders 
and contractors, of Chippénham,’ + a 
have been in existence'for over.'@: ata eh 
has also been returned unoppose: ap ta 
member of the Wiltshire County cil 
for the Brinkworth Division. 


Repair of Blitzed Buildings. | 


The Builders’ (Working Parties) Asso- 
ciation, in the course of’ a” statemént 
issued from 10, Eonee pireet, London 
W.C., write: .‘ This en 
under the Ministry of Works wor aaking 
under them on the »blitzed reer’ a 
schools’ of London’ since Juné,°1944; 
also now working’ under district pre di 
with many | local authorities ‘in London 
Civil agers Areas, is pes mage to un- 
dertake. wor! Ep9 mgg9 end, con- 
version, at fixed fi ‘prices, r housing 
associations and building societies work- 
ing to relieve the, housing problem of Lon- 
don. The work is carried out under pro- 
fessional guidance,’ 


Merger of Woodworking Firms 

A merger has taken place between 
Messrs. Austins, of East ate Lid., 
and. Messrs. R. H. Hall 
of Paddock Wood, Kent. 
that ‘the general raben eae B, ocho 
of the combined plants of the ‘two com- 
panies will now create‘in the woodwork- 
ing industry a ‘unit, of production “which 
is,almost. double the size of any other 
unit in the softwood industry. of. the 
country. The wide . experience,.gained 
by Austins, of East Ham, with its. long 
history ‘in ‘windows and %imilar:“howse- 
hold fittings, and by Halls with’ ‘their 
long history .in sectional buildings and 
in small.wood ware, makes an uncommon 
technical combination.. As and when 
the supply position in timber becomes 
easief, ‘considerable’ extensions in pro- 
ductive capacity, will be made, ‘and’ all 
those extensions will take place ‘at 
Paddock: Wood. 


Gas Water Heaters, - rant 


The Earl of: Limerick; D8. 0.) the ehair- 
man Bs Ascot Gas Water Heaters, Ltd. ; 
Mr. R. P. Key, M-inst.C.E., FRAES.: 
Mr...F. P. S.. Stammers, "A.C.A, Z and 
Mr. G. Behr, London, manager, ‘enter- 
tained the technical. press recently. to- a 
luncheon and ‘inspection of-their, works. 
The p amme was an extensive one. 
Prior to the lunch, a tour of the Neasden 
works, was made, ‘which showed the 

rogressiveness of the firn’s output 
its transition from war work—to,,which 
it has made a large’-and, important 
contribution—to present-day » demands. 
After the lunch the party were conveyed 
to Tolworth and a tour Of’ the research 


laboratories was.made,. which provéd ‘of | 


considerable interest. Here-the chiefs. of 
the various departments clearly explained 
the nature of the experiments and trials 
in progress directed towards ‘the ‘develop- 
ment of their ifen water heaters; *which 
were strong evidence of the thoroughness 
of the company in ensuring the efficiency 
of their, produets, which receive oe so 
far as we could see, stood up to évery 
possible test. 
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THE “SCOTTISH BUILDER” 
NEW BUILDINGS” 


ing scheme at Bastw rhtgh the arctivect 
asa a 


erection of Bi h ota smn a 
DINBURG James Miller 
rien rig cor ara ron 


Wooten “for alterations 
ental wait ons ett tt for which the 
architects are Baillie 4, Big 


Regent-st., 
tions and additions 


i i 
ane “folowing "Fanclional, Codes of Ma-s Come iNet ee 
Building Re . unlight: fe oe: & Wylie, 204, tea! 
its Houses, Fl Haas Behoois shy: iy: CPs, Sea ‘Saalilats Yor atm Wetaae = 
entilation : ti 9 Grosvenor-ter., ar ey a 
C.P.7, Pravtaitin ty arliacial } G aurr'6 ‘Gs ie 6, est 


Houses, Flats and Schools only, Price Is. 
each, 


Stolen Plant. a 
Messrs. Bucknells, Ltd., bd 144, Regent’ 8 
Hes gg rw: N.W.1, inform. us: that a small 
ype Aerograph petrol-driven | paint ‘spray 


plant ~ ing to ae was stolen = the 
ursday,’ “March” 94) from 
100, es Steplion's Listens! Paddin ton. 


Information as to ‘its Whereabguts will be 
appreciated. 


U.S. Housing Programa’. 

The U.S. Government ‘is’ prepared to 
he in an emergency housing) p am.me 

ing for the construction of 2,700,000 
heunae in the next two’ years. 
ramme has -been 
ati A ‘i 
Wilson Ww. Wyatt, who “a9 asked Con- 
tess to make available 600,000,000 dol- 
fars to induce production of ‘building 
materials. “with aor remium ‘payments and 
an additional ,000,000 dollars’ with 
which to convert Army barracks ‘and 
other war, buildings into 250,000. tem- 

ary housing units. President Truman 
bas endorsed | the q cxecuti and 
urged ‘Congress and executive agencies 
of the Government to adopt it immedi- 
ately. It is contended that only a 
government-supported, . .and rice-con- 
trolled | mass production of medium, cost 
houses can meet: the needs. 
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a ges pee men oeotte 
Joint poh erect new o Birkw 
Hamilton by Loékhart Hutson (F.), 

LA ALL.—Plans in’ a fo to 
Indastrial Tera y for Woe ee, , or taevory Ad 
Wzlig, Shenk Wert, Bagent st 

PAISLEY.—Dean of Guild Court p; i 
- factory at Renfrew-rd., for Parte Orit 
0. 


FUTURE. CONSTRUCTION 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


some ts. ati open, * 
eluded in tie let woe Ph Paty : 
with: an asterisk ye wedvertiond in this number. 


The dates at the those 
for a (t) 
— ene te catieany the name 
at the end to the 
from who 1 particulars: may + ebtained, 
BUILDING 


tAmpthill R b.c. a a t’ Hiltfoot-ena 
D.C — ‘ou a , 
be bre C. £2 as. 7” 

+*Portsmouth .—Temporary _ cla 
laboratory and selence room 


in’ i, 
cated hutting and adaptation of — build- 


has ing at Southern Secondary School for for Gis 3 Faw- 


cett-rd., Roe City A. Dep. 22 
, April 1 

Taunton h. D.C.—(a) 6 pouses “oh site w 
etc., at Stoke St. Gregory. wo ur 
houses and site Works, ee, A 
Stone and’ Partnérs, 
chrs., ‘7, hedgi/o Taonton, 


t*Thurreck U.D.C.—12 honses. fg 
lows at Baket-st. site: G. T iaes 


M.Inst.M & Cy,E., E. -and ‘8, 5 
Tenders be oHi’s il 9. -- # e 
RCH 30. 


MA 
Coupar Angus _T.C.—Work .in vari trade 
for te houses at King’s-rd. and ony (oa 


“sou A — u.b.e.-48 h at. Heathfiel 
U.D,.C.—48 houses ea id-dr. 
G., R. Baten 8... Dep. £2. 2s. 
tRoss and Cromarty p aaigh ie various 
“ede for 34 hounes at Alness 
t*Sleaford C.—68 houses n ‘oodside 
estate. F. ry. Benton (F.), 16, Broad-st., Stam- 


inne. 
tThernbury R.D.C.—% houses at 3 sites. 
Applications in writing to Rainger and ere 
ney-rd., eal Glos. Pp. 
£3 3s. Tenders by April 15 
APRIL ‘4 
Bournemouth T.C,—74 Tenant 
ae Boro’ A. Li £2 
heshire 0.C:—Additional 
block at Clattororidgs 
Hospital, Bebington, B. 
i Dep. £2 2s. 
T.C;—5 pairs 





at cKinson 


storey at maternity 
(Gonnty) Genera? 
. M. Parkes (F. ), County 


houses gud one block of 


7 ta of base mote 
we s 
Gary" (A wh) ‘Hous rchi- 
tect, 2, aldwin- rd., Tau 


Washington U .D.0.—30 oo oS gwell. 
N. = Harrison, A.M.1.0.B., E. and 8, Dep. 


(hospital type), te 
Galmington. 


Abera R.D.C.—8 a. 
Owen arry (L. se), z, hoptee a fl PEG 
Ammanford. : 





TCHIN: 990 MANCH ook a as | 


cures 
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2398 


house" Oh ke 
ee a 


‘ae 


xeegeT TS ) Bivelin | Lfitter- 
houses at Hutch- 


Fae 
vexots, 


7 nies ita ae ps nate ae 


49 1ueM as 
houses a out- 


‘Abmi 4, 
Herne Bay 0.0.c.— aty ‘ 
rte (2), 2. 1 of a Mae.’ Sy: 


aes 
Dep, £2 


house i 

; vat beats vals +n ab is Courtney, 

Paks age aod revae. rit at 
Jackson’s-r ora, Ope Pu 


3 ‘Norman, addi, sutra Paras Cause, 
yon areca works, brik; lounda: 
tons and party, walls, etc. rye superstructure 
a 


Dep. £ 







Staffs 8.0.7 Resanstrection of No» County 
Bridge and.Approaches.... C... Dep.£5 5s: 


PRIL 5; 
Liandilo R.D.C.—36 houses at 5 sites. 


k. P. 
Walters: & Dep. 


£2.28. 
Tc.—100 off; Beech-ave. B38. 
Dep. £5 5s. hows 


P tt -Retf FPrta, 
dndtant Porne hort (6) 
paths, etc. Valance and Wesuwick, White Hart: 
one, hrs., Manéfield,( Architects and Stirveyors. Dep. 

‘Guildtora-m, rer Housed af 6 site,’ J. W. 
Wilton, P:S%:; BE. and Dep. ‘£2°2s8; 

*Leidester T.-C. 250 ohane New Parks estate: 
Housing “Architeet.' D 22 2s; 

‘ *Tipton © T.C.—é62 hovse’’ at ec Sik 
Horseley ‘Heath,’ Sth Ara 8.5" Dep. 

“fea Lg. 
of fae ‘“F6!-70 “houses at Westwood- la. 


roy isin TT 


Joy, P.S.1 QE last aeCy.E., B.E. and 
= ‘Der, — 3s. 
-*Gheshire..C.0.—Erection of, Men’s» Hostel vat 


Reaseheath Sohal of .Agriculture, mr. mente 
E, M. x, rkes (F.), Connty A, sy ERP 
id R.O.6.—70 houses at Three Brid te 
Hutc ings, M.Inst.M. & Cy.E., B.E,..a 
ben £2 2s, 
Gwmammald U.D.c.—(1) 32 houses ; 4 (2) ree 
= sewer works at Hendre-rd. 
Aminantord 
or 


Davies, . Architect, College-sie 
Dep £5 oe fer {1) and £2 2s: f. : 
m Market U. UD, c.—40 Apes aed road, 
Be -.. or abd sito works at Retreat H.C. 
Ries and P. Bicknell (FI.). 1, ec wolis-at 
Toamnimeter gt ., Cambridge, Dep. 23.7 
ie C.B.—184 hobaes™ “at Caaain- la. (East: 
side), E, Dep.. £2 2s. 


Pp. 
Hove T.C.—Construction of 1,050 ft. ef retain- 
ing wall, 16 ft. high, and incidental works. B.S. 


oacoets tle-on-Tyne T.C.—Adaptation of “The 
owner » at General Hospital into 2 flats. City 


A vst Helens C.B.—14 houses, Conttact No. 1922, 
Le By (Carr Mill)’ dite. B. and Water 


E.' Dep. : 
well #.D.C.—22 hou and road works 
at East-la.. Edwinstowe. meh de Housing 
A. and §., 8, Westgate. 
.C.—28 houses. at 
. ‘Merthyr 


Tydfil. Sir Alexander Gibb and Partners, Tre- 
ny Trading Estate, nr. Pontypridd. Dep. 
5 5s. 
APRIL 9. 
*Sutton Coldfield T.C,—66:houses at Tower-rd. 
estate. BS. Dep, £2:2s. 
; oa houses® at Manor-rd. 
site... 8. Dep ; £2 2s 
APRIL 10. 
Denby Dale U.D.C.—42 houses and’ street 


works xt 2 ‘sites: Simpson and Moxon; eg 

tect Southgate-chss.. Wakefield.” Dep. £2 2 
Diste D.C.—38 houses ‘at ’Bentside tite. 

Ww. ‘ome. (F.), 195, Oxford-rd.,: Manchester, 

15.) Dep. £2 2s. 

*Oxford T.C.—6 houses at Wolvercote estate. 

oa 1p BSc., A.M Inst.C.E.; City BE, and 


8 
Oxford T.C.-—100_h uses at Barion No. 3 
tate. J.C. oe * BiSc., A.M.Inst.C.E., 
ty EB. & S. Dep.’ £5, 
APRIL 22. 


*Rowley. Regis, T.C,—48, pairs of houses. in 3 
crs at Throne-rd, estate. B.E. and S. Dep. 


APRIL 13, 
* Braintree seh S, 45.D.C,—50 houses at 
Fankeld-ting iar and incidental works. 
and 
t*Sandy,_U.D.C.--12 hoses, and 7 bungalows, 


c... De 
:* ©.B,—394 houses; Contrdct No.’ 5, 
at Thorney-close estate. B.E. ‘Dep, £2.2s. 


BAS, 
‘ te BE Son, Gaatuis., ai 
ss da Birming- 


panne work for 8 Swedish; houses. 8.) 


THE? BUILDER 


Sunderiand C.B.—3384 “ie Nie Dep. er 


estate, t No. 

weiner e516 pairs of pol 
varions sitesi’ G. Ba Acton, AJE:A. 
gate-st., ‘Worcester, 


AP 
J ama ced, sad i 


~skagneee»U.0 07-0 Thowses at Charch:la 
estate. 8, Dep. => DATE: 


-Amble. Uwe." he B..J. Ci 
ier ouses. ant 
on 


jastle 38 
vaileee sites. ‘ pane ‘Goines anid ' Co., 
; ees o18T Porest-rd., ‘Coalville. 


Ha i ra te ioe uthoott site. 


éighton. 
* misegeranrous 


RIL 3 ‘ 
Newport C = pemaltion of nucle. tanks 
and area's ads Dep. 


*Oxford ¥.6.—Demolition and removal of 110 
shelters. City E. and 8. 

Penzance T.C.—(1) Demolition and)‘remava 
of 60 shelters; (2) demolition and removal of 30 
emergency tanks; a demolition and removal 
of streng poe ptocine works and re- 
Pieg «apn of | tes Dep. 


ses on 
.A., 4 Fore-' 


aera and §; 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTI 
MATERIALS, oie er 


Leyland U,D.C.—E. and 8. 
APRIL 1. 


nameey tony WEE ek 
Huddersfield 0,8. and at at ee 


Leeds Tf. o-— Cleaning and ning atvarie 
police stations. -~ ee ey Prat oatitie 


Grantham ¥.6—B.B. on 8. P : 
ROADS, SEWERAGE | AND ‘ 
‘WORKS 


; \ APRIL 1. 
Barnes «eo ote and grittine. B.8. 
“Caterham ‘and | U.D,C.--Roads. 
and sewers at Nineh -- Ey ands. 
; Pay sewers at 


ee p.€.—Koad 
Caxton. .E- DP. 

Ryde gO otsthnetie and maintenance of 
approx. 3 miles of 12 - dia. spun-iron water 
main, etc. Lemon and Blizard, Consulting E.; 
Bem gy House, Castle-la., ‘Southampton. 


Dep. 
Wembley a sewers at Sudbu 
Farm Siater a. s E. and P, Dep. £1 1 si 


Disley R.D.C.—Roads and sewers at Beaieiad 
housing scheme. E. Dep. £2 2s. 














Lakout aiid -fypnevicl desblesns 
in permanent house conistruction 


paaleed,.by 
CRAFTCAST 
Patent — 





Shuttering and = 
pumped iepaes conicrete 


~ Howtes fie capital and 

maintenance cost quickly 

erected t0 any design. 
e 


Enquiries for house erection and shuttering 
invited. 


CRAFTCAST LIMITED 
Specialists.in Concrete . 














b 22 Walton-st.; 
H 


March 22 1946: 


Walsinghanr Losing of* approx. 
lin. yds. or rth ts wa a 105 a 


of 2-in. and . 14-in.. » gal i 
490 lin, yds. ein 4 : ae Re: 
sewer, pipes).and.700;sq. yds. concrete "fags 3 ‘ai 
Fakenham; ,. C; shee. fi £1) 1s.. 


pou v.8,<Roade aid ey gomers, at Catsa. 3 


B.e.—Surtace dressing. _ BeBe _ 


on x9, mien. of setitotvel con- 
Sutton 


‘otsearfast dsealtue, 
B.E. and 3“ 


Caine and Chi D.C. Providing ‘and 
aying. ef, cast,and ‘wro SOT Aginn RUT tnekie 


a pee heaisia ase 
UO. 9 oa ahd séwers at Moor- 


law sites 18: 
uildtord R woods and sewer bars a 

eaten: Band 8, Pag Se 25, 900k comkrass 

Bucks . Water Bos sai he lying ene iayige 
of water nie? tte ura: B.Se., r £., 
iyibebene Dep. ‘£2 2s 
©.—Roads and sewers at Little- 
Dep. £2.96.) 


U.D.C.: 
haves: estate., .8. 


sada: tas and § aren at boas, 


Twickenham t 
Farm site. B.E. raid § Dep BS Se gen a 


Eligemere. Po Port 4 D.6, rearfage dressing. E. 
an ¥ »t 


Walsall oy -opymai, of. Seg 3 Brook 

main sewe r, 

at eee Domstraeti Res retervai 
ancillary works a’ r 

G. HL. Hill and (Manc Bo stg ‘Engineers, 

51, Mosley-st., Ma natester, Dep. £15 ‘lds. 


puinaend [APPOINTMENTS 


Full details o eo s 

€ pine By "dean e in this Those 
mark ked + have been “advertised in previous 
issues. 


*Beckenham ri Miblerks of Works. 
“Farnborough U gr wr epeaE “assistant, 


Ri 
fasten 7.£.—Senior Architectural Assistant 
’ 4 fey eb —Full-time Assistant in ‘Build- 


inj t. at Municipal Colleg 
fo “ee yford U. Bic temporary Clerk of ‘Works. 


owe = te aed Archi- 
tectural rn a they (Hou 
+Gl an. €.C.— Or a Quantity — Sur- 


veyors ; Architectural Assistant, Grade 1; 

(3) Arehitectaral pe 1 (Temporary); (4) 
raughtsmen (Tempora 

Tyealdes and Coombe >’ F..—Senior Architec- 

tural Assistant. : 
+Mitcham — T.C. —Senior Planning 

Assistant. 


APRIL 2. 

*Essex €.C.—Full-time Studio Master and 
Lecturer in Architectural Design and ‘Interior 
Decoration’ at South-West Essex Technical 
oa 

+South-West Essex. Technical College and 

Schoo! of Art—Ful, time Studio Master and 
Lecturer in Architectural Design and Interior 
Decoration. 


APRIL 3. } 
*Morley T.C.—Architectural Assistant. 
APRIL 4. 


Town 


*Berks C.C. antity Surveyor. 
*Bexley T.6— me he Surveyor. 


*Derbys C. ©.—Constructional Engineer. 
*Wallasey T.C repay porough Architect. 


*Essex €.C.—Enginéering Surveyor. 
*Essex ©.C.—Senior Assistant Electrical En- 


— rc, — Ap) Hesiee yn mn 
Assistan (b) Wo nior peinecring 
ree nentep _{c) Building, Inspector; (d) Clerk of 


Mi rough <a) Architectural 
Assistant ; My Tresibteni Clerk of’ Works. 

“Mon. 6.C —6 Permanent Grade. I Architec- 
tural Aesistamta. 


*Watford,. R.D. Mrnarentariornt Assistant 
(male. or, female). ani’ 


*Kettering A ae fab Grunage 
“Nottingham 1.C. — Senior 
Assistant. 


*Oxford ot ks of Works. 
no giog C._-(a) Two .,. Architectural 


*Wandsworth 
Assistants; (b) Te Surveying Ruspsiites (c) 
Two. Quantity Surveyors. 
APRIL 


*Barnes T.C. — Temporary encnteddabel 
Assistant. 


“Architectural 
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*Grantham 1.C.—(a) Senior Architectural 
Assistant ; (b) se * ong Assistant. 


*Devon C.C.—Assistant Architect. 
APRIL 15. 
+Durham ©.C6.—County Planning Officer. 
APRIL 20, 
t Westminster Council. — Director of 
Housing. 


*Glasgow T.C. —Contolien of New Works. 


tSemerset C.C gaa Planning Officer. 
L 27. 
*Liverpool T.0.Twe Temporary Clerks of 


Works. 

*Bradford T.C Mh, ° Atsistant Architects ; 
(b) Maintenance Surveyor; (c) Quantity Sur- 
veyor; (d) sciane ry Ventilating Engineer. 

RIL 30, 
tEssex c.0.—Chief Assistant Architect. 
NO DATE. 
.—(a) 2 Temporary Architec- 
tural po Me (b) Temporary Surveying 

*London County Council—Temporary Labour 

Officer in Housing and Valuation Dept. 


“GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


aeons mms Motor beeen .. 
propose office, workshop, garages, etc., at Via- 
one. —Commercial Estates, lie. 76, Mosley- 

st. Manchemiaty propose off Mayfield- Td., 


Da B.C. propose dining ciate at Thorn 


County school. 
_Birkenhead.—E.C. : Extensions for 
school, Gonway-st.; gymnasium nd. ‘dining: 
- 3 ining- 
Potere-rd- Municipal school. TG. 
etion of St. James’-gdns. block 


B Clifton Building Co., Ltd., pro- 

houses oe gees 

Caernarvon.—M. pro; 

9 for Ministry of t"Lebour 

South Penrallt. 

Camberwell.—B.C. to propose 88 houses, 100 

flats and 458 multi-storey flats at Bessemer 

Grange ane Ruskin Manor estate, Denmark-hill. 
Plesiog*s ard.—Ministry of Town and Country 

approved ca net 8 ules to erect 800 

hogaoe iW SDC ae praven ed ae lopment of 113 

—-R.D.C. approv evelo 
acres of land at Lord's. Coppice and Mud-date 
, Freehay, for sand an 


Employment 
off North and 


gravel works, for 


Derbyshire Stone, = ee PY . 
Chester. ro) rovision of a 
Home for the Blind, Stas test 
—E.C.. propose extensions at 
cipal school, at £4,440. 


Coney her HA Ain 4 
v. son, vicar, an 
Parochial Council of St. Francis’, Radford, pro- 
Church, at. £10,000.--R ugby Autocar Co., 

td., ., Propose, sales and Fk ge station at Wals- 


—U.D.C. a Gapproved 46 bungalows and 
36 houses” off bey be for Lancashire and 
Cheshire eng Ne iety, me 


and Bramhaill.— 
F. {A.), 6, Seat 
vechitect prepare layout and vians for bees. 
ing schemes. 

Hemsworth.—R.D.C. pry per plans for hotel 
at Tom Woot. Ash-la., for Leeds and Wakefield 
Breweries, L' 

wane » Back & Cohen, Ltd., of London, to 
oot up Factory of 30,000. sq. ft. at Bede Trading 


ay eth Hanson & Sons, Ltd., Edge-la., 
propose fac’ at_Long-la., Fazakerley.—E.C. 
acquired site for Technical Education Institu- 
tion at junction of Beaconsfield-rd. and Chureh- 
rd,, Woolton. 


Macclesfield.—J. Offenbach, a: Vinegar 98 
bared acquired premises at New "King wt 


‘actory. 

M .—Lancashire E.C. propose extensions 
for classroom and. dining-room_ accomm: jon 
' at Junior and piare ae me b> 

Manchester.—' 


Inchfield-rd,, Gatstorde 
ton, for Broadhurst Par yon Ltd., 25, _——4 
st.; rebuildi offices and warehouse at Cor- 
poration-st., Balloon-st. and Mark-la., for Co- 
operative Wholesale Society, Ltd., Architects’ 
Departmen’ Balloon-st,; ‘dining-room and 
kitchen at a — Municipal bab Victoria- 
av. East, Blackley, for E.C.; motor showrooms, 
Cheetham Hill-rd., Park-st, and New Bridge-st., 
Strangeways, for Paramount Garages, L’ 
Matlock.—Offilers’ rovers Co., Ltd., Pear 
Tree-rd., Derby, peepee hotel at Two Dales. 
Valley Water Board, 
Coepere ration-rd., Middlesbrough, to ri ae 
tional water gee schemes, at £2,000 
roved : lxiénsions 


Northampton.— 
factory at Adnitt-rd., Tr’ Burridge & Royds, 
Ltd.; reconstruction of works at St. homies 
rd., for Pettit & Son, Ltd 

Gtdham.—Royal Infirmary Board of Manage- 


. ment propose extensions. 


meg W. Lees & Co., Lid., Middleton 
Junction, propose hotel at Broadway. 


THE BUILDER 


Ryton-on-Tyne.—U.D.C. to proceed with erec- 
tion of 108 permanent > wt at South Grange 
P. Plans by Mauchlen & - re terere 12, 
Saville-row, Newcastle-on- 

—F ollowing architects appointed 
by .E.C. for schools: Horsley County 
a school (J. Wilkes); Harton Down 

y Primary school and Marsden-rd. school 
Gtk Hil, 10, Winchester- st., South Shields) ; Ked- 
weill-la. school (J. H. Morton & Son, Fowler-st., 
South enya ny go County Primary 

hool (G. R, Smith & Partners, King-st., South 
Shields) ; and ‘Girls Grammar school (Page, 
Son & Hill, 75, King-st., Be sows Shields). 

Staffordshire ‘ ropose small police 

stations on approved, shen 

ord.—C. W. ttwood, motor engineer, 

Lichfield-rd., suigsiiens extensions for showrooms, 

and shops tronting Lichfield-rd., also offices, 
workshops = arages. 

olts Brewery Co., Ltd., 76, 

ane, Haminghom, propose hotel ‘at Beecher- 


rd. Eas 

tford.—T.C. propose adaptation of 98-100, 
Talbot-rd., for Mothercraft Hostel. Plans to be 
prepared for public mortuary. British estan. 
rant on corner of Delamere-av. and Derbyshire- 
la. School canteen at Old Trafford Senior Boys’ 
school, Stretford-rd. 74 police houses on 
agers sites. 
— g.—Town Planning Committee agreed 
= pe ciple to proposal for erection of cinema 
“J a? Hall estate for Hesketh Estates, Ltd. 
.C. to submit plans to M. H. for 

12) festa at + Magdalen College estate. 


TENDERS 
s accepted. 


recommended 
i | ae eee subject to modi 
Denotes by H.M. 





iton.—Four pairs of of Swedish hopses at Lower 
Frovie, for R. G. Maxwell Aylwin (F.), 
Farnham: *Chapman, Puttick, 
Haslemere, Surrey, £8,329. 
ind.—Works on 74-acre site, 


Lowry & 


7. o “se Mottieen B.E.: *Battye & Jones, ‘Lid., 
158, Cathcart-rd., Birkenhead. £7,020 
Blackburn.—Dining-room and Kitchen at Roe 
Lee Park school, for E.C.: *Wm. Livesey & 
Sons, Ltd., Nova Scotia Works, Blackburn. 
Bradford.—Boiler-house building at Valle 
Power seer VE aM “ C.47,” for T.C, T. 


Cage Elec’ 
*Electricit Dept., > rd: 
omas Feather & Co Usradtord }, Ltd., 14, 
Highield. rd., Six- = Ends, Bradford. 
coridawater-— 78 houses at re er ex- 
ork, R. A. Watson, M.LM. & Cy.Eng. 
L.), ee *J, Standawick & ae Ltd., Bridg- 
waite, £48,861. (40) ; eat ts Bros., tractors, 
® tps iy oe ~~ tion of Back- 
— ouses at junction of Bac 
la. and Dark-ia., Romsley, for R.D.C. H. T. W. 
Gough (L.), 45, Newh hall-st,, Birmingham: *W. 














The Leading Office for 


Contract 


Guarantee Bonds 


WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION 
PUBLIC LIABILITY 


MOTOR 
Etc. Bre 
Head Office: 
8 KING STREET, MANCHESTER, 2 
London Office: 


23, Lawrence Lane, Cheapside, London, £.C.2 
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Tilt & Sons, Sunset-view, Hunnington, Hales- 
owen, £11,642. 

Bury.—164 houses, Fairfield site, for T.C. J. 

q * Leyland Construction Co. 


.—Kight  t: BY four... type 
“D” ho at arm te, Al for 
.C. J. W. Burton, 8,: *R. J. Addison, The 


e; Staffs, £12,760. 


—Additions for two. classrooms at 
Gremeger school, for B.C. G. Noel Hill 
F.), County A-: “J. Bertwistle & Son. Ltd.. 

way Saw 931. 
Coni —30_ houses Cadeby-av. and 
Gardens-la., for U.D.C. H. Thitwall M.Inst.M. 
te E. & S.: *Ben Bailey, Mexborough, 


469. 

Consett.—16 houses at Ebchester, for U.D.C. 
a. J. Fivinghen, architect, Derwent-st., Black- 
hill: *Henry Ayton & Sons, George-st., Black- 
hill, Co. Durham, £13,487 

Durham.—School kitchen and scullery at 
Medomsiey Edge: *R, C. Williamson, Kow- 
lands Gill, Durham. 


Farnworth.—Alterations, g at Plodder-la. 
for Lancs_E.C. ‘Noel Hill oat ) 
4 -: *B. J. Hoagkise “Ltd., 

way, i e. nr. Bolton. 

Freebridge. —Superstructures for 16 Swedish 
houses at Pastioncre. t. Massingham = 


G 
Middleton, y P 7 *Oliver Staines & Son. 
“ne & 


io t acto at Abbot-st., 
a + sR g r, 


Sons, Coats- 
wood- 3 Gateshead 
A... ateshead.—18 houses at Road No. 4 at Shi 
estate: *Stanley Thompson (Low Fel 
itd, Gateshead, 
Hertford.—30 houses at Horns Mill site No. 3: 
*Crook Bros., Watton-rd., Ware, £33,456. 





ompson, 8. 
Shiriaeah Hull :-—*J 
Roos), sy yd *E. G. Coulson 
Riston £8,042; *Pearcey, Withernsea (4 at 
Skeffling 8.), ev, ES 2 at Skeffling N.). 


ee a gee 


*Scruton Stanton & Co., 1 (8 at Otizing ham). 
£8,940, and (10 at Patvingtans en. 160; *Wat 
son & Son, Leven (4 at Catw 

f 134 dwellings, 22 shops, ts’ 
ney ye and a Chapel of Rest, at Essex- 


ilton (8 at 


for 
“Wiaymills (Contractors), i. dads 5. £247,450 
Pitchers, N. 246,203 
Hi oad me Hill, Ltd., S.W 245,220 
Holland & Hannen’ & Cubitt Ld, 

8.W.1 és 242,952 
Rice & Son, id, OS. 242,776 
E. A. me & Co., ES 242,553 
W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Lid., W.1 241,987 
Patman & Fotheringham, Lid. , N.. 239,721 

riggs Ltd., 8.W.1 235,158 
> 4 Lovell 4 Son, Ltd., W.2. 233,780 
John Mow & , Lia, SW! 233,406 
Mattock & Parsons, Ltd., 8.W.11 ... 230,772 
C. Bryant & am... 229,988 
Dove Brothers, Ltd., -- 228,463 
Gee, Walker & Slater, ii. Wa. 228,410 
Ashby Horner, Ltd., E 227,618 
W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd.. “ingston: 

on-Thames - be 226,293 
Harry Neal, ‘Ltd., 223,506 
Davis Contractors, Via” N.W.6 219,605 
*A. Roberts & Co., Ltd. 74, *paris 

Court-rd., W.8 216,206 

‘ Ce .—i00 houses, for T.C.: *Direct labour, 

Kensin —Site clearance and demolition of 

., for B.C, : “Demolition 


py nA. at 2 


td.. 980. 
Pypaogiae a es and contingent work at 
Site la. jeer estate, for T.C. C. T. Butler 
(L.), B.S.: *Ringmer Building Works, Ltd., 
Ringmer, Sussex, £48,850. 
tion Private 


Lewisham.— of at 
Banks Sports Ground, for B.C. :—*Henry Kent 
Bnilders), Ltd,,. £5,975 {subject to Home Office 
100 at . estate, f 
at r Straw, bs. ail 9 
rd-s 


abt i. 
Dennis, 1 aa 








Live 
& 
Tpool 
ir Ministry).—List ot contracts to 
value po pire om pated March 
eral works Blake, Ltd., 
Aberdeen; J. F. a. & “ ury, Oxon. 
Surfacing work: The Limmer & Lake 
Asphalt _Co., Ltd., London, 8.W.1 
work: B. Pn ‘4 Co, T a 6; 
Lowestoft ‘ . e; 
Clongh a Thorpe, Sid a: 
East Yeeren. fais 
orris wins jury er 
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sheds : West Midland Erection Co., Ltd., Wolver- 






hampton, Repairs to doors: Lewis & "Watters, 
Teami oth reo rhe wickshire. Lagging: G.N. 
Haden, 

London Mirae Dept). WWiixs contracts placed 





















UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


6,000 


‘ate now members of the 


FEDERATION 














OF MASTER 





BUILDERS 


The Largést Truly Representative 
Organisation in thé industry. 












SUBSCRIPTION £3.3.0 p.a. 
LONDON REGION—37 AREAS. 
35 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES. 


‘Phone or write : 


Secretary : 
23, Conipton Terrace, Upper St., N.1 
CANonbury 2041/3 


The address of your Branch Secretary 
will. be. forwarded. 


THE BUILDER 


by bay Dept. for week ended March 2:— 
Lane Miscellaneous work, W. A. Rathbone, 
Ltd., * Waterloo, Liverpool ; Sanderson’s, Swinton, 
Lancashire. Surrey : Miscellaneous work: T. 
Hill & Son, Farnborough, Hants. Contracts 
placed by War Department for week ended March 
9:—Birmingham : Miscellaneous work : Rexford 
(Builders), ord. Shirley, Birmingham ; Here- 
fordshire : Miscellaneous work, Geo, Law, Ltd., 
Kidderminster. Essex: Miscellaneous work, E. 
Knifton, ILtd:, London, tor Surrey’: Miscel- 
laneous work, Frank Privett, Haslemere, 
Surrey; sewage dis ipeeal bay Chittenden & 
Simmons, London Co. Down:  Miscel- 
laneous work, k. D. Poliock & Co., Ltd., Bangor. 


Co. Down. 
Marshiand.—32 Swedish houses, for R.D.C.: 


*Warren Bros., Clenchwarton, £4,360 (6); 
*Dagless, Ltd., Wisbech, £11,260 (14); *Fred 
Clarke & Son, Walpole ‘Highway, £4,815 (6); 
*J. W. Everard, Ltd., Terrington St. Clement. 
£4,825 (6). 

Middle: .—35 houses at Falcon-rd. H. C. 
Garbutt, Middlesbrough; architect: *R. H. 
Bailey & Son, Ltd., Denmark-st., Middles- 
brough; eight bungalows at Holbeck- -av., and 


10 at Belmont-av.: *T. Duncanson & Son, Ltd., 
Acklam, Middlesbrough. 

Moulton.—Hostel for Ministry of Agriculture: 
*A. Glenn & Sons, Ltd., Chaucer-st., Northamp- 


Northfleet.—28 houses at Perry-st. estate, for 


U.D.C. G. E. Clay, Gravesend, architect; 
oe Kenn & Sons, Ltd., Bexley, Kent, 


Oakham.—Kitchen at Central school, for E.C. : 
*T. Denman, Burton-st., Melton Mowbray. 

Otley.—12 bungalows at, Station-rd., for U.D.C. 
James. A, A. Pratt, §.: *Yorkshire Builders, 
Ltd., Leeds-rd., Otley, Yorks, £7,598. 

Oxford,— Foundations and servic es for 54 Orlit 
houses at Barton No. 3 site, Headington, for 
T. J. C. Riddell, B.Sc., A.M.Inst.C.E., City 
E. & 8. : *Hinkins & Frewin, ‘itd Cranham-st., 
Oxford, £25,542: 

Patricroft.—Decoration of 


Infirmar: and 
Hospital, 4 


ick fb. re Mee for 
atcliffe, anchester- 

Mi Walkden,, nr. Manchester, "£1, 370, 
Runcorn.—i8 houses at Lambsickle- la,. for 
0.D.C. B, Cunningham, 8.: *Lloyd & Cross, 

— oe Argyle-st., Birkenhead, £24,364 
le.—12 honses at School-la., for 
8.: 


ube 8. Rosbotham, Architect & 
nee Gee, Worsley- st., Pemberton, Wigan, 


South Shields.—52 houses, for T.C.: *Cussins 
(Contractors), Ltd., Gosforth, £1,188 each; six 











STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, S.W.18 
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houses at Northfield-rd.: *W. J. Robertson & 
Son, South Shields. 

Spenborough.—54 houses at Windy Ren 
estate, for id D.C. J. Wallbank, 8. — 


prey 4 & Sons, Wesley-st., Morley, .nr.. Leeds, 
58,209. 


Stoke-on-Trent.—100 Rowse at Townend, 
Bucknall. A. Burton, City E.; *C. Bryant & 
Son, Ltd., 65, Whitmore-rd., Birmingham 10. 

Sunderiand.—36 houses at Seaforth-rd..estate : 
*C. T. Elliott, BitmeR ante airs 

Towlaw.—60 houses U.D. *W.. Leech, 
Clayton-st., Newcastle-on-Tyn 

Uttoxeter.—44 additional Daneel at Weaver 
Lodge estate, for U.D.C. S. 8. Proud, §.: *G. 
Percy Trentham, Ltd., Wood-la., Erdington. 
Birmingham 24, £49,566. 

Walthamstow.—416 flats at Countess-rd., for 
B.C.: *Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., 100, Park- 
ja:, London, W.1, £770,000 (subject to MH. 
approval). 

Weardale—21 houses at three sii for 
R.D.c. J. J. Eltringham, Derwent-st., Black- 
hill: *Henry Ayton & Sons, George-st., Black- 
hill. Co. Durham, £23,237. 

West Bridgford.—56 houses at Valley-rd., for 
U.D.C.: *J. Simmonds, Ltd., £75,851. (subject 
tu M.H. approval). 

Wigan.—256 houses at Taithwaite House 
eure Worsley Hall estate, for T.©. : Ix Lyons, 
B.E. :-*Direct Labour Department, Wigan’ Cor- 
poration, Darlington-st., Wigan, £291,001. 








THE 


LONDON & 


LANCASHIRE 
INSURANCE C® 
L™ 





INSURANCES ON 
BUILDINGS in course of ERECTION 


LOWEST RATES 


Head Offices: 


155, LEADENHALL ST., LONDON, '£.C.2 
45, DALE STREET, LIVERPOOL 


Chief Administration: 
7, CHANCERY LANE, LONDON, W.C. 


| 
WATKIN ZACHARY LTD. 

















Boyle’ $ net Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE. 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING pita ares 
4 es y Address: : Addiscombe 1 
 MORLAND AVENUE, E. CROYDON, SURREY 














BUILDERS & CONTRACTORS 
nd 

Specialists in Reinforced Concrete 

94 PETTY FRANCE 

WESTMINSTER, S.W.1 


Telephone: WHitehall 3379 
also KINGSTON 3708 




























Week by week 
fe number oF 
Sia wed by us con 
Fede to grow. 


Ww &M NEGUS LTD 
























Station Works- KinGc JAMES 57,S.E./. ( WAT S474) i 





GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


BUILDERS 
CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


of 
CAMBERWELL 


34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.1 


LIMITED 


HEAD OFFICE: 


Tel.: CHAncery 7901-3 
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